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EDITORIAL 
On The Lighter Side 


(photo by Guill) 


When iooking back at 1988, | can’t seem to enter into the new year without listing, what | personally feel, are 
some of the best and worst happenings of that year. You may not openly agree with what I have to say but, after 
talking with some close friends around the United States, they too, picked most of my choices. The main 
difference between us is they want to remain anonymous and | no longer care! 

Since quite a few of my editorials have incited fury among a multitude of our readers, | would appreciate it if 
you would try and put a little humor behind what you are about to read. It’s understandable that you can’t always 
pick up a magazine and like everything in it. Anyway, | only call it the way | see it. I’ll begin with what I believe 
are the best things to happen to the wrestling world during 1988. 

(1) On top of this ever-growing list would certainly have to be money magnate Ted Turner buying the 
controlling interest in Jim Crockett Promotions. Not only will he be adding that certain missing ingredient 
needed to pull the promotion back up to its former standings, but now the boys are guaranteed a regular 
paycheck. 

(2) The American Wrestling Association outdid themselves when they hired Diamond Dallas page in the 
capacity of manager. He’s the hottest commodity to come their way in quite some time and, if they're smart, 
they will quickly sign him to an exclusive contract and buiid a more secure promotion around him. 

(3) While on the A.W.A., another good move on their part was when they disposed of Baron Von Raschke and 
announcer Rod Trongard. Von Raschke couldn’t wrestle and Trongard was even worse at commentating. Lee 
Marshall is all they need! 

(4) When taking an overall look at the W.W.F., trying to come up with something positive about this federation 
was tough. The best, and only, thing ! can think of is Vince McMahon, Jr. adding The (Midnight) Rockers and 
Curt Hennig to his stable of men. Their extraordinary wrestling ability alone speaks for itself. 

(5) Jim Crockett Promotions deserves a pat on the back by recognizing Magnum T/A’s selling power and using 
it to their fullest advantage. Rumor has it Titan Sports was trying to add him to its ever-growing stable of men. 

(6) Finally, the second best thing to come about in 1988 was the formation of an independent promotion based 
in the East under the banner of New World Promotions. Only in business a few months, N.W.P. has proven they 
have what it takes to triumph over others and will surely surpass all the smaller promotions by this time next 
year. 

Unfortunately, the list for the best of 1988 is alot smaller than the one for the worst. Seems the more popular 
the sport becomes, the sleazier the gimmicks. Most promoters are no longer concerned about offering the best 
wrestling card available. They only worry about how much money they can take in with each show. This is a 
category that could easily take up numerous pages so I’ve only listed a few of my choices. 

(1) Without a doubt, the number position in this category goes to the WWF. Having to recognize Randy ‘Macho 
Man’ Savage as the ‘‘undisputed”’ Heavyweight Champion is absurd. I'll say it again—he didn’t win the title 
fairly, Even though you all wrote in, threatening my life when | first said this, the fact still remains he cheated. 
When a so-called bad guy does it, the fans complain for months on end. But, let a brown nose like Savage do it 
and it goes unnoticed. The ONLY reason the fans cheer for him is because of Elizabeth. A man who has to stand 
behind a woman to be acknowledged by the fans doesn’t deserve my vote. 

(2) Again, let’s go with the WWF. Putting Owen Hart under a mask and calling him the Blue Blazer is the worst 
gimmick Titan has tried to pull on the fans since Uncle Elmer. Wrestling tans of today aren't stupid and since day 
one of Owen’s entrance into the WWF, they’ve known it was him under that silly mask and feathers and readily 
accepted the gimmick because of his ring excellence. Why don’t they just get rid of Jim Neidhart and team Bret 
and Owen together? 

(3) Another inane move on the part of McMahon was hiring Baron Von Raschke and Rod Trongard after they 
bombed in the AWA. In this instance, stupidity doesn’t deserve an explanation. 

(4) When the words ridiculous, implausible and ludicrous are used in the same sentence, the words “Brother 
Love" should also not be omitted. Enough said! 

(5) When a promotion like Crockett has such a proficient wrestler within its grasp like Tim Horner, they should 
be smart enough to keep him happy and not let him slip through their fingers. Tim Horner and Brad Armstrong 
made an excellent tag team that was never used to its fullest potential. 

(6) If you've been a follower of the FURY, you know by now that I am a believer and fan of the AWA. But, this 
editorial would not be complete until | also put them on the hot seat. The AWA has made a remarkable recovery 
since last year but the ‘‘Big K” segment seen on television has got to go. Can Verne Gagne honestly expect 
people to watch this absurd man make nonsensical comments? Little hint, Mr. Gagne—replace Kowalski with 
Diamond Dallas Page and watch the ratings soar. BARBI BARKER 


EDITOR 
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What an intriguing and power- 
packed year the world of profes- 
sional wrestling experienced in 
1988. Fortunately, there were only 
a limited number of surprises. For 
the most part, the 1988 wrestling 
calendar went on schedule. The 
two organizations that continued to 
dominate the wrestling headlines, 
as in the previous year, were Vince 
McMahon’s World Wrestling Feder- 
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ation and Jim Crockett, Jr.’s 
National Wrestling Alliance. 

The silent feud between the 
sport’s big two promotions appears 
to have no immediate end. Trage- 
dies in the second half of 1988 
were the topics of discussion not 
only in North America but the ef- 
fects were felt as distant as the 
Orient and Australia. With the ris- 
ing popularity of the mat sport 


wrestling training academies by Don 
seemed to sprout up nationwide Laible 
like wildfire. 

And finally, the independent pro- 
moters saw an increase in busi- 
ness during 1988. Much of the 
success to their banner year has 
been attributed to the ever dwin- 
dling number of so-called ‘‘major 
league” groups in wrestling. In re- 
capping the wrestling highlights of 


1988, some of your favorites may 
be left off due to space restraints, 
but will not be forgotten in the 
hearts.and minds of wrestling fans 
everywhere. 

Championship titles weren’t the 
most secure trophies to be in pos- 
session of in the WWF. The entire 
wrestling world came to a screech- 
ing halt when Hulk Hogan was de- 
throned, in as controversial man- 
ner as one-can imagine. On 
February 5, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, he went down at the 


hands of Andre the Giant. 

Due to the Hulkster’s allegations 
of foul play, video taped footage of 
the alledged pin by Andre, clearly 
proved both of Hogan’s shoulders 
weren’t flat on the mat plus identi- 
cal twin referees were used. Thus, 
the belt which Andre captured and 
gave to Ted DiBiase was held up by 
WWF President Jack Tunney. 

At WrestleMania 4, an extrava- 
ganza held at New Jersey’s Trump 
Plaza in March, Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage and Ted “The Million 


Dollar Man” DiBiase were the fi- 
nalists in the crowning tournament. 
When the dust cleared after the ex- 
citing match-up, Savage was rec- 
ognized as the “undisputed” 
heavyweight kingpin in the WWF. 
As the year comes to a close, 
DiBiase continues to be Savage’s 
top title threat and all-around ag- 
gravating nemesis. 

Mr. Fuji’s brutalizing tag team 
duo of Ax and Smash, better 
known and feared as Demolition, 
won the WWF Tag Team Champi- 
onship by downing Strike Force’s 
Rick Martel and Tito Santana. Ina 
rematch in which Strike Force ap- 
peared to be on their way to re- 
gaining the belts, Martel suffered a 
severe, possible career ending in- 
jury. The concussion suffered at 
the hands of Demolition caused 
the popular Frenchman to already 
miss months of ring action. 

Jimmy Hart’s version of Elvis 
Presley, the Honky Tonk Man, has 
had the Inter-Continental title 
strapped securely around his waist 
with little worry of losing the belt. 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat, 
Honky Tonk’s biggest scare for be- 
ing upset for his Inter-Continental 
honors, retired in the spring, imme- 
diately following WrestleMania 4. 
Only Brutus ‘‘The Barber” 
Beefcake has given Honky Tonk 
anything resembling serious 
competition. 

The new faces entering the 
WWF about equaled the number of 
personnel exiting McMahon’s won- 
derland on canvas. ‘“‘Ravishing” 
Rick Rude, Brother Love, Terry Tay- 
lor, Curt Hennig, The Rockers 
(Marty Jannetty and Shawn 
Michaels) and The Powers of Pain 
(The Barbarian and The Warlord) 
all joined the WWF employment 
ranks. 

Giving or getting their pink slips, 
depending on who you ask were 
Bruno and David Sammartino, 
“Natural” Butch Reed, Billy Jack 
Haynes, Iron Sheik (on more than 
one occasion) and Johnny Valiant. 
“Mic Man” Gene Okerlund had a 
“tiff” with McMahon, left the orga- 
nization and subsequently 
returned after filing a reported five 
million dollar lawsuit against his on 
again, off again employer. 

“King” Harley Race suffered an 
intestinal injury which sidelined 
him from any ring work for the past 
six months. When the Islanders 
tandem of Haku and Tama broke 
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up, and High Chief (Sivi) Afi didn’t 
pan out as a suitable replacement 
for the high flying Tama, Afi 
received his pink slip and Haku 
was chosen to fill the “King” va- 
cancy left by Race. 

While on the topic of Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan’s Islanders, 
the trio dognapped Matilda, mas- 
cot of the British Bulldogs. That 
single incident received more me- 
dia attention than most wrestlers 
themselves were allocated. 

Big Bubba Rogers said good- 
bye to the NWA and hello to the 
WWF under the identity of the Big 
Boss Man managed by Slick. 
“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan knocked 
out Andre the Giant, with aid from 
a 2x4 piece of wood in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina to ignite an 
ongoing feud with the biggest man 
in the sport. 

As 1988 comes to an end, per- 
haps the biggest story is just be- 
ginning to unfold in the WWF. 
Owen Hart, perhaps the greatest 
wrestler out of Canada since Whip- 
per Watson, has signed with the 
Federation and has been seeing 
ring duty, at times, under a mask 
as The Blue Angel. He is also mak- 
ing appearances throughout the 
WWF without the mask so the 
Angel gimmick may be dropped for 
1989. Keep your eyes and ears 
open about Owen; he’s in a class 
of his own. 

In the National Wrestling Alli- 
ance, ‘‘Nature Boy” Ric Flair 
remains as the heavyweight cham- 
pion. But, you really wouldn’t know 
it as he is the group’s best kept 
secret. Unquestionably the NWA’s 
crown jewel, Flair continues to be 
buried by the Crockett Promotions 
performers with less athletic ability. 

In the “anything for attention” 
department, Dusty Rhodes desper- 
ately continues to attempt to make 
fans (and possible himself) believe 
that he is America’s dream. Barry 
Windham, the newest member of 
James J. Dillon’s Four Horsemen, 
has been Rhodes’ number one pri- 
ority. Windham, Blackjack Mulli- 
gan’s son, displays all the traits of 
a well versed, exciting wrestler that 
will still be in main events for the 
next decade. After Lex Luger said 
“see you later’ to the Horsemen, 
he has been pursuing Flair’s 
single’s title. 

Jim Cornette’s Midnight Ex- 
press, comprised of ‘‘Beautiful” 
Bobby Eaton and ‘‘Sweet’’ Stan 
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Lane, are no longer the number 
one tag team on the fans hate list. 
In a highly surprising change of 
events, Arn Anderson and Tully 
Blanchard have stirred up contro- 
versy with the U.S. Tag Team 
Champions. The battles between 
the two units have been real win- 
ners, not only for themselves, but 
for the promoters at the box offices 
as well. 

Ron Garvin took a $50,000 bribe 
from managers Gary Hart and 
James J. Dillon. For what, you may 
ask? Garvin, known as “‘Hands of 
Stone” for his devastating punch- 
ing power, knocked Dusty Rhodes 
out cold in Baltimore during the 
Great American Bash in July. 
Garvin and Al Perez are the pride 
of Hart’s wrestling stable but there 
is some question about Garvin 
staying within the ranks of the 
NWA or moving on to the third larg- 
est promotion in wrestling. 

Another Garvin, ‘“Gorgeous” 


Sting gets our vote- _ 
for best new wrestler 
of 1988. a 


Jimmy, Ron’s brother, had some 
nasty ring confrontations with “The 
Gamesmaster” Kevin Sullivan. No 
championship belt was at stake, 
just the affection of a woman, 
“Precious” Patty Williams. Jim- 
my’s valet and wife, Kevin’s sup- 
posed ex-girlfriend, “Precious” 
was the grand prize. The two mat 
veterans battled in cages, strapped 
to chains and even blind folded. 
Thus far, Jimmy Garvin appears to 
have gained the upper hand in the 
feud but as wild and unpredictable 
a character Sullivan is, nothing is 
absolute yet. 

For the third year in a row, Dusty 
Rhodes was the winner of the 
Bunkhouse Stampede series and 
the team of Sting and Lex Luger 
won the annual Jim Crockett, Sr. 
Memorial Tag Team Tournament 
Cup and the million dollars that 
came along with the honors. Paul 
Ellering’s Road Warriors, Animal 
and Hawk, are as tough and intimi- 


Hulk is not the WWF Heavyweight chapnpy 
(i m. a" 


ii 
(ti ro _ ., 
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dating as ever but, like Flair, seem 
to be lost in the pack of near 
absurdity by the Crockett Promo- 
tion. : 

Mike Rotunda and Rick Steiner 
formed a successful team in the 
ring and are billed as the Varsity 


Farewell Bruiser, we'll miss you! 


(anye7 Aq o70yd) © 


Club. Decked out in his college 
ring wear, the Syracuse University 
alumni also continues to hold the 
NWA Television title. Steiner, a 
Michigan graduate, wears his blue 
and gold colors proudly and the 
Florida Heavyweight Champion- 
ship belt as well. 

In association with Turner Broad- 
casting Systems, the NWA intro- 
duced specials airing nationwide 
on their cable system entitled 
‘Clash of Champions’. The single 
most pleasant surprise sprang 
onto the fans of the Crockett family 
has been the Californian—Sting. - 
The 6’ 2”—250 Ib. mountain of 
muscle Sting, as most experts put 
it, is the leader of wrestling’s 
future. Save Hulk Hogan, no one in 
North American rings gets more 
standing ovations and generates 
as much enthusiasm by the fans 
than Sting. Without a doubt, Sting 
is the key ingredient to the NWA’s 
having a banner 1989 season. 


Badd Co. and Diamond Dallas Page are the best things to happen to the AWA in a long time. 


= 
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Verne Gagne’s American Wres- 
tling Association survived another 
turbulent campaign. Proving the 
adage ‘“‘down, but not out” to be 
true, Gagne found angles and tal- 
ent to keep his group alive. The 
Rock ’N Roll Express, The Termi- 
nators, the Guerrero Brothers, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Manny Fernan- 
dez, Greg Gagne and “Ace” Bob 
Orton, Jr. all combined to make the 
AWA a viable solution to fans seek- 
ing a sanctuary to view wrestling 
without all the hype and music 
other groups have sold out to. 

Jerry Lawler defeated “Cool” 
Curt Hennig for the AWA Champi- 
onship in Memphis, Tennessee last 
May. Madusa Miceli, the most 
attractive female in the sport today, 
and Magnificent Mimi battled for 
the ladies top honors. Badd Com- 
pany, consisting of Paul Diamond 
and Pat Tanaka, and managed by 
the loquacious Diamond Dallas 
Page, snatched the AWA Tag title 


from the Midnight Rockers, who 
left for service in the WWF. Speak- 
ing of Diamond Dallas Page, he is 
without a doubt, the hottest com- 
modity found within the ranks of 
the AWA. Given more (TV) air time, 
I’m sure he will help pull this group 
back up on top where it rightfully 
belongs. And Stan Kowalski, a top 
wrestler for three decades, began 
hosting ‘The Big K Speaks” 
segments on the AWA syndicated 
television program. 

During 1988, wrestling training 
schools were opened from coast to 
coast. In Detroit, ‘‘Kangaroo” Al 
Costello opened the doors to his 
academy. Billy Anderson started a 
school in San Francisco, Larry 
Sharpe had continued success 
with his Monster Factory in New 
Jersey and “Killer” Kowalski is do- 
ing well with his in Massachusetts. 

As for a few other smaller pro- 
motions—the Von Erich’s and 
Freebirds continue to dominate all 
other talent in the World Class ter- 
ritory of Texas. ‘‘Hot Stuff” Eddie 
Gilbert and Paul E. Dangerously 
single handedly saved and resur- 
rected the floundering Continental 
Wrestling Federation in Alabama 
and have made the CWF one of 
the most exciting groups of talent 
in all of wrestling. 

Jerry Jarrett’s Continental Wres- 
tling Association in Memphis has 
put its weekly television program 
on a national cable network— 
Financial News Network/Score, 
and continue to do business with 
less than household names. The 
unusual always pops up in 
Memphis town. 

“Adorable” Adrian Adonis, Dave 
MacKegney (The Canadian Wild- 
man) and Bruiser Frank Brody 
were among almost a dozen wres- 
tling greats to lose their lives due 
to tragic accidents. All three made 
irreplaceable, significant contribu- 
tions to the sport over a number of 
years. Each displayed a unique 
attack style towards their oppo- 
nents that has and will continue to 
be imitated. 

Although only a summary, of 
selected meaningful events in 
wrestling action of 1988 were 
mentioned, pro wrestling continues 
to offer a thrill a minute. The action 
never dulls. Stay tuned for the 
happenings of 1989; what a 
prelude it had! * 
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Debbie Combs Candy Devine 
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Madusa Miceli Brandy Mae 
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Handicap Match 3% 
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CHANGES OF 
THE HEART 


A Look At Wrestlers Who Switch Sides 


by Dawn Lockwood 


In today’s society there are many 
rapid changes and the sport of 
wrestling is no exception. Many of 
the wrestlers who, at one time, 
were considered untrustworthy by 
fans and wrestlers alike, are now at 
the top of everyone’s most liked 
list. In this article we will take a 
quick look at just a few of those 
grapplers who have changed their 
outlooks. 

One of the major changes that 
everyone readily accepted was 
when Lex Luger left the stable of 
the Four Horsemen. This move not 
only stunned the fans but left the 
Horsemen speechless. If you really 
think about it, Lex was just a light 
ready to shine. While being a 
Horseman, he realized he would 
never get a shot at Ric Flair’s pres- 
tigious title. The Horsemen also re- 


alized Luger would be stopped by 


Jimmy Garvin had a change of ways a 
by Jim Cornette. 


joining forces with them and ac- 
cepted him openly. Now they sing 
a different tune! 

“Gorgeous” Jimmy Garvin, 
along with valet Precious, changed 
their outlook when Jimmy's 
brother, Ronnie, was hurt by the in- 
sidious Jim Cornette. Throwing a 
fireball into Ronnie’s face was the 
last straw for Jimmy and he 
planned to get instant revenge for 
his brother. 

Along with changing sides, 
came new feuds. After evening the 
score for his brother, ‘‘Gorgeous” 
Jimmy had to contend with “The 
Gamesmaster” Kevin Sullivan. 
With his wife Patty (Precious) at 
stake, Garvin put up the fight of a 
lifetime. He’s proven that he can 
stand tall against anyone in the 
sport today and is a champion in 
the hearts of many a fan. 


r his brother was injured 


Randy ‘Macho Man” Savage 
and his manager Elizabeth were 
once considered on the wrong side 
of the tracks. Savage was contin- 
ually degrading Elizabeth and she 
never gave him a reason to treat 
her in such a manner. Having sup- 
posedly seen the light, things 
changed and Randy now treats her 
with total respect. Also, since win- 
ning the WWF Heavyweight title, 
Randy admits Elizabeth had a lot 
to do in getting him to the level he 
is at today. Macho Madness has 
taken the world by storm and it will 
take more than the Megabucks to 
kill it. With Elizabeth standing by 
his side, no longer behind him, 
and the fans cheering him in every 
way, Randy Savage will be a force 
too strong for anyone to hold back. 

Bret ‘Hit Man” Hart and his 
teammate, Jim “The Anvil” 


Dick Murdoch has sat on both sides of the fence. 


Neidhart, were once a team on top 
of everyone’s hate list. Since dis- 
missing Jimmy “Mouth of the 
South” Hart as their manager, fans 
have rallied around them one hun- 
dred percent, especially Bret. 

He is an excellent ring tactician 
and, probably more than any other 
grappler now in the WWF, de- 
serves the support of the fans. 
Anyone who has the opportunity of 
meeting Bret’s father, Stu, can 
hear him say, “I’m especially 
proud of Bret. He is a true student 
of professional wrestling and it’s al- 
ways a thrill to watch him in the 
ring.” Even Randy Savage will 
openly admit he’s a cut above the 
rest. 


Bret Hart always keeps the fans guessing! 


% 


The ‘“‘Hit Man” was also one of a 


few wrestlers who was loved and 
admired by millions of fans even as 
a so-called bad guy. Since day one 
of entering the WWF, Bret has 
proven he is a master of his sport 
and has always given more than 
his all while in the squared circle. 
Fans watching him know he is al- 
ways mentally and physically 
pumped up for any match he may 
participate in. Having Neidhart at 
his side is like taking a little good 
with the bad. The people cram the 
arenas to see the “Hit Man” and 
have learned to accept his partner. 
Luckily, for Bret, “The Anvil” is an 
excellent partner and the twosome 
only compliment each other. 


(photo by Rick Sanders) 


Once taunted by the words 
“Beach Bum”, Don ‘The Rock” 
Muraco has done a complete turn 
around. While he was the Inter- 
Continental Champion, Muraco 
took on the toughest in the busi- 
ness and proved words came 
cheap and would never hurt him. 
About six months ago he appar- 
ently realized he could get further 
in the business by changing his 
ways and taking on a manager 
once again. Under “Superstar” 
Billy Graham’s tutelage, Don liter- 
ally changed before our eyes. He’s 
in the best condition of his life, 
fights with a vengeance never wit- 
nessed before and is no longer 
called “Beach Bum”. He’s earned 
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Some wrestlers NE VER change their style. 
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Savage used to be a hated rulebreaker. 


the nickname “The Rock” as his 
body seems to be carved out of 
rock. Don Muraco has done it all, 
yet, he seems to be going even 
further. 

Dick Murdoch seems to be a 
man who has trouble making 
choices. One week he appears to 
be wrestling as a ‘bad guy’ and the 
next he resorts back to his clean 
ways. Some Say it’s sheer stupidity 
not knowing what you are doing. 
But, is Murdoch really stupid or ex- 
tremely clever? Just when he 
seems to win the friendship of a 
few wrestlers, he turns on them. 
Almost like a cat setting up his 


prey. 


Not being able to keep track of 
him might be exactly what he 
wants. A good example would be 
the happenings between him and 
Dusty Rhodes. On more than one 
occasion he has fought at the side 
of the American Dream and at 
other times he has gone to the ring 
with thoughts of crippling Rhodes. 
This is certainly a man to be 
watched closely at all times. As we 
go to print, he has decided, to, 
once again, team up with Dusty as 
the old Texas Outlaws. He has de- 
cided to be a good friend and help 
Rhodes go against the villains in 
the NWA. Who knows, by the time 
this article is finished, he may 


change his colors again! 

Try and picture two very large, 
extremely well built men with 
painted faces. Did you think of the 
Road Warriors or the Powers of 
Pain? Both teams started in profes- 
sional wrestling as the worst, or 
should | say best, bad guys in the 
business. They have since both 
changed their ways. The Road 
Warriors are probably the most fa- 
vorite tag team in the sport today. 
Their style is their own and may try 
to copy it. 

On the other hand, the Powers of 
Pain realized they would never 
make it to the number one position 
for Crockett Promotions as long as 
the Roadies were there so they de- 
cided to move on to the WWF to 
broaden their horizons. Along with 
the area change came an attitude 
change. Wrestling fans are still 
puzzled when watching them for 
the first time in the WWF. They re- 
member their brutal and sadistic 
ways so The Warlord and The Bar- 
barian have a long road ahead of 
them but vow to make it to the top 
this time. 

Nikita Koloff is probably the best 
example of changing for the good. 
Once referred to as the Russian 
Nightmare, Nikita is now a man 
loved and admired by millions the 
world over. When Magnum T/A had 
his life so quickly and cruelly 
changed, Koloff began to think 
about his life and what he was ac- 
tually doing with it. He realized that 
anything could happen to him at 
any time, as it had to Magnum, 
and he wanted to make the best 
out of his life that he could. It was 
only unfortunate that it took a trag- 
edy for him to see the evil in his life 
to want to change it. 

He befriended Dusty Rhodes 
and his former foe, Magnum, to 
fight for truth and justice. Nikita 
Koloff will be a superstar in the 
squared circle for a long time to 
come and fighting for what he now 
knows is the right way to win a 
battle. 

There will be many wrestlers that 
change their thoughts and their 
tactics in the ring and when they 
do they will add to the ranks of the 
few men mentioned in this article. 
Everything is always changing to a 
degree and when you stop to look 
back on the happenings in the 
wrestling world as of late, you will 
see that all things eventually 
change. * 
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POWERS OF PAIN 


“ The Barbarian is one tough dude. (photo by Lockwood) 
Glorybound! 


by Tom Howell 


cette... 
ENR Fy 


The Powers of Pain are the newest 
tag team combination to enter the 


ranks of the World Wrestling Feder- 


ation. Both The Barbarian and The 
Warlord should look extremely 
familiar to most wrestling fans 
primarily due to the fact that this 
dynamic pair of powerhouses was 
once, not so very long ago, man- 
aged by Paul Jones during their 
stay in the National Wrestling 
Alliance. 

It seems they weren’t quite satis- 
fied with the way things were going 
while with Jim Crockett Promotions 
and decided to enter a better, and 
some say, the biggest promotion in 
existence today. Mostly everyone 
that is connected to wrestling, and 
capable of proving to be a step 
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he 


~ 


above the rest, eventually passes 


_ through this territoryat least once 
* before their ring career comes to 


anend. Most find, upon entering 
the WWF, everything they want, in- 
cluding the biggest pay checks, so 
few ever leave. 

Immediately upon entering the 
Federation, The Powers of Pain did 
two major things. The biggest 
change to occur was their slightly 


et 
Yd 


The Barbarian will stop at nothing to gain a victory. 


different point of view. Once known 
for their evil and sadistic ways, 
they decided to abide by the rules 
and were tagged as “‘baby-face”’ 
grapplers. The second significant 
move they made was pulling Baron 
Von Rasche away from the Ameri- 
can Wrestling Association and hir- 
ing him as their manager. Most 
wrestlers who wrestle clean usu- 
ally do it without the guidance of a 
manager but they realize the ad- 
vantage of having that third person 
at ringside and will more than likely 
call upon the Baron at every 
opportune moment. 
Ax and Smash, better known 
collectively as Demolition, are, as 
we go to print, the current WWF 
Tag Team champions, and are 
managed by the contemptible Mr. 
Fuji. A clash between the Powers 
of Pain and Demolition would cer- 
tainly be a fantastic match to wit- 
ness first hand. I’m sure it would 
be one to go down in wrestling an- 
nals as it would be the first tag 
team match to include six mem- 
bers. | certainly doubt the Baron or 
Fuji would stand back and only 
watch. 
Mr. Fuji, always ready to defend 
his boys at any moment, has been 


oo 


interviewed on several occasions 
concerning Powers of Pain. “They 
are no better than anyone else in 
the business,” exclaimed Fuji. 
“They think, that just because they 
are big and ugly they can move 
right in and get a shot at Demoli- 
tion. Doesn’t work that way. They 
have to start at the bottom like 
everyone else. Then, and only, if | 
see fit, maybe I'll grant them a title 
shot against my prestigious team.” 

Since The Barbarian and The 
Warlord entered the WWF, Mr. Fuji 
has done everything possible to 
avoid the exciting duo. If asked, or 
cornered, he will think of every ex- 
cuse in the book not to give them a 
title shot. Could it be that the 
cunning Mr. Fuji realizes they are a 
serious threat to the belts? Has he 
sat back and watched them in the 
ring and seen the moves that put 
all their opponents down for the 
count? 

A tag team that, when looked 
upon for the first time, evokes fear 
in both wrestlers and fans alike. 
Their painted faces and leather 
attire make them hideously awe- 
some. And their reputation is just 
as frightening. Though proven in- 
vincible in the past, Powers of Pain 


know that they must earn the num- 
ber one ranking to be the top con- 
tenders for the belts. To get to that 
number one position means a long 
tough climb to the top and so far 
they are undefeated. 

Although the World Wrestling 
Federation has some of the best 
talent in the business today, The 
Warlord and The Barbarian feel no 
threat when looking at the other 
teams in contention for the titles. 
They have let it be known they will 
take on all comers. Those who 
have tried to test their powers 
quickly regretted their sudden de- 
cisions. ‘‘We don’t care who wants 
to test us,” exclaimed The War- 
lord. “‘If they’re stupid enough to 
sign a contract to go up against us, 
then we’ll just have to teach them 
what wrestling is all about. Teams 
like the Fabulous Rougeaus and 
The Bolsheviks are only stepping 
stones to the gold.” They’ve 
claimed to stop at nothing to reach 
the top and they mean it. Most of 
their matches end like a massacre. 

Probably the biggest problem 
the dynamic duo has to face is the 
fans. Right now people are leery to 
show their support in a team that 
looks and acts so vicious. Upon 
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their entrance into the WWF, they 
were dubbed ‘baby-face’ but those 
are certainly not words found in 
ones vocabulary when heard talk- 
ing about them. Wresting fans are 
slowly adjusting to their transfor- 
mation but the process is slow. “| 
think they're great!” exclaimed a 
New Haven, CT. fan recently. “‘l al- 
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The Barbarian could have gold 
around his waist shortly. 


(photo by Nelson) 


ways watched them when they 
were in the NWA but now they 
seem better. They have a fire in 
their eyes that just wasn’t there 
before.” 

The fire one fan refers to may be 
the fact that the WWF offers more 
talent, which gives them more of 


an opportunity to display their tal- 
ents. While in the NWA, they were 
only going up one or two teams 
which, in the long run, can become 
very boring for those watching and 
participating. 

Since only being in the federa- 
tion for a short time, they have re- 
cently given the Bolsheviks a run 
for their money. Boris Zhukov and 
Nikolai Volkoff, who are managed 
by Slick, thought a match against 
Powers of Pain would be easy. 
Wrong! “Russians; you’ve felt the 
power before, now we must dish 
out the pain,” proclaimed a boast- 
ing Warlord during a recent inter- 
view. “You are no threat to us. You 
get in the ring with Powers of Pain 
and we show no mercy. Doesn’t 
matter who we fight—WE WILL 
ALWAYS WIN. Those champion- 
ship belts are just around the cor- 
ner. They belong to us.” 

Are they possibly using a new 
strategy to psyche out Demolition? 
If you continually hear something 
over and over again, you begin to 
believe it. By the time they do meet 
in the squared circle, The Warlord 
and The Barbarian just may have 
the edge needed to win the belts. 

The Powers of Pain believe in the 
old adage actions speak louder 
than words. They are rarely seen 
giving interviews and, when they 
do, the words are sparse. They say 
that talk is cheap and actions work 
faster. This is one fact proven to be 
correct on a nightly basis. 

Fans are continually astonished 
by their raw power. Non-believers 
become believers after watching 
them only once in the ring. They 
are considered a tag team of the 
future. They are not really known 
for certain moves, only sheer brute 
strength, a strength that easily has 
them walk away victorious after 
every match they participate in. 

Time will tell what the future 
holds for the Powers of Pain in the 
WWF but | feel their stay will be a 
long and exciting one. Ax and 
Smash had better show concern 
as this is one team that can, given 


the opportunity, defeat them for the 
prestigious titles. « 


As far back as his college days, 
knew he wanted to bea profes- 
sional wrestler. Not-only a big 
specimen of a man, but a truly s 
perb wrestler and athlete, “Dr. 
Death” Steve Williams has come 
along way since his start in the 
squared circle. 

His teaming with Ted DiBiase — 
years ago was considered perfec- 
tion personified by fans throughout 
the Mid-South area. They held tag 
team belts together and they knew 
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what it was like to be champions. 
They have since gone their sepa- 
rate ways, but you can see where 
they have helped in each other’s 

careers. 

DiBiase has learned numerous 
wrestling maneuvers from “Dr. 
Death” and vice versa. Even in sin- 
gles competition, they can now call 
upon the vast knowledge that they 
learned together as a team, and go 
on to win a multitude of matches. 

When in the squared circle, the 
Oklahoma native is fighting, not 
only for himself, but for the pride of 
all Oklahoma Sooners. He is very 
proud of his background and, if 
asked about it, will let you know his 
feelings without hesitation. 

He was coached while on the 
football team by none other than, 
Barry Switzer. Mr. Switzer was 
once noted as saying that Steve 
Williams was one of the roughest 
individuals he had ever come 
across in his coaching days while 
at Oklahoma University. 

Williams is certainly a man who 
enjoys getting into tough battles as 


he continually proves he can wres- 
tle or brawl with the best of them. 
Depending on the tactics of his op- 
ponents, he can get down and dirty 
with anyone he may have to face in 
the ring. Although, when an indi- 
vidual does his homework before 
getting into the ring with “Dr. 
Death,” he surely knows he'll be in 
the battle of a lifetime. Steve didn’t 
acquire that nickname by being a 
pansy in the ring! 

Since his entrance into Jim 
Crockett Promotions, he has al- 
ways been a top contender for any 
of the single titles but it seems, as 
of late, that he as zeroed in on 
Mike Rotunda and his N.W.A. Tele- 
vision title. With Rotunda being 
from Syracuse University and the 
good Doctor being from Oklahoma 
University, it could be like the ri- 
valry they had in earlier years. 

However, not only does “Dr. 
Death” have to contend with 
Rotunda, he must also keep a 
watchful eye out for the ever 
present Kevin Sullivan, who is con- 
stantly at ringside with his men. 
Being known to interfere in many 
of the Varsity Club’s matches when 
something is not going the way he 
would prefer, Sullivan had better 
start watching the Doctor because 
Williams just might decide to make 
a house call! 

Steve Williams can certainly 
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stand on his own and has proven 
this time and time again when go- 
ing up against Rotunda for the 
strap. If it hadn’t been for Sul- 
livan’s continuous interference, 


Williams gets,psyched for his match. 


Williams would surely be wearing 
the belt around his waist instead of 
Rotunda. 

Steve Williams has an excep- 
tional record of being an excellent 


(Continued on page 53) 
Dr. Death has had his hand raised in victory many, many times. 


Williams is a force to be reckoned with. (photo by Raines) 
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THE NATURE BOY 


Still Doing It With ““Flair’’ 


by Don Laible 
Photos by Bobby Guill 


To wrestling fans all around the 
globe, this man needs no special 
acknowledgment other than being 
addressed as “The Nature Boy” 
In lieu of his accomplishing a 
highly decorated career in the ring, 
more up and coming wrestling 
stars of tomorrow are emulating his 
mat style today. He is a symbol of 
athletic excellence. You don’t 
become the National Wrestling 
Alliance World Heavyweight 
Champion by fluke or forfeit. 

Years of hard work, dedication 
and sacrifice places Ric Flair high 


24 WRESTLING FURY 


atop all other wrestling participants 
in North America. The rewards and 
luxuries afforded to Flair, a native 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, such 
as the expensive imported clothes 
he wears and his first-class means 
of transportation, have become 
trademarks of Flair’s importance to 
the sport. 

As all other wrestlers drool over 
the riches that have come to Flair, 
many become more motivated and 
stimulated in hopes of not only bet- 
tering their own overall wrestling 
skills but also getting one step 


closer to the ultimate achievement, 
in their profession, the world title. 
Complex and entertaining best 
wrap up the package Ric Flair 
presents to the wrestling public. 
The Mid-West based American 
Wrestling Association was the 
launching pad that allowed Flair to 
enter the grappling game. 
Although he has adopted Char- 
lotte, North Carolina as his resi- 
dence, he is proud of his Mid-West 
roots. “| had knowledgeable, cele- 
brated champions teach me how 
to, not only survive but, succeed in 


4 


wrestling. Verne Gagne and Billy 
Robinson are two men to whom | 
owe a ton of gratitude for the time 
they invested in me,” Flair recently 
stated before a match held in Phil- 
adelphia. “Having guys like them 
in my ‘backyard’ made my en- 
trance into the sport much 
smoother than if | had to relocate.’’ 
Ever since his professional de- 
but in the early 1970’s, Ric Flair 
has caught, and had little difficulty 
in holding, his audiences attention. 
Along with age, Flair has worked 
harder at perfecting his match 


Strategies as opposed to his earlier 
years in between the ropes. 

Jim Ross, an NWA television 
commentator, was heard saying, 
“Ric hasn’t lost his perspective 
on where he came from. The win- 
ning purses as a preliminary per- 
former aren’t too lucrative, the 
wrestlers tend to watch how they 
allocate the funds that come their 
way with great caution. Since Flair 
made the big-time pay-offs, he has 
enjoyed the power that has gone 
hand in hand with it. No doubt 
about that. Sure, he flashes large 
sums of money and flaunts his 
custom jewelry and fancy limou- 
sines, but he’s contributed to nu- 
merous charitable causes and 
hasn’t forgotten the friends that 
knew him when growing up in the 
“Twin Cities’”’. 

Upon learning the ins and outs 
of his craft in the AWA, Flair 
evolved into more than just a wres- 
tler, he became a bonafide sports 
personality. Charisma and a style 
which borderlines on arrogance 
seemed to click with his expanding 
legion of faithful followers. 

Upon his arrival in the NWA’s 
Mid-Atlantic region, promoted by 
the well-known Crockett family, 
Flair took a liking to what is re- 


It’s apparent that Flair likes hurting Lex Luger. 


ferred to as the “dark side” or rule 
breaking approach. No matter how 
mean, nasty or just plain rotten he 
treated fan favorites such as 
Johnny Weaver, Mr. Wrestling #2 
and Rufus R. Jones, Flair became 
as popular a figure as any NWA 
athlete. The blonde hair, the spar- 
kling floor length robes, coupled 
with a well maintained physique 
kept the fans coming back to see 
the man they loved to hate. 

With Greg “The Hammer” Val- 
entine as his partner, Flair was the 
co-holder of the NWA World Tag 
Team Championship. Both wres- 
tlers had similar approaches to 
their opponents, almost from the 
onset of their partnership. Ric and 
Valentine jelled as if they had been 
together for years. The Brisco’s, 


’ the Funk’s, Blackjack Mulligan and 


Paul Jones, all top teams within 
the region attempted to lift the 
prestigious straps from the 
champs, but to no avail. 

For well over a year, the hottest 
draw, as far as a majority of fans 
and arena managers were con- 
cerned, the tandem of Ric Flair 
and Greg Valentine were their 
ticket to handsome attendance fig- 
ures. When the tag division be- 
came obviously less and less chal- 
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Now it’s Flair’s turn to suffer. 


lenging, mainly due to the lack of 
competitive opponents, Ric and 
Greg pursued other wrestling inter- 
ests. Valentine entered the ranks 
of the World Wrestling Federation, 
where he still headlines, and Ric 
became tangled in an incredibly 
heated feud with Ricky Steamboat. 
Charlotte, Greensboro, Norfolk, 
Atlanta,-you name the Southern 
city and these two gladiators 
raised havoc in them. To this day, 
many long time, devoted grappling 
fans insist that the match-ups in- 
volving ‘“The Nature Boy” and 
Steamboat in their area are the 
most exciting and explosive mat 
wars they’ve ever witnessed. 
When Ric Flair began appearing 
on national television on a weekly 
basis, first for Georgia Champion- 
ship Wrestling and later for the 
Crockett Promotions of the 
National Wrestling Alliance, his 
professional status amongst the 
wrestling world skyrocketed. To 
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this day, more viewers have ex- 
pressed interest to turn on their tel- 
evision sets each week to the 
Turner Broadcasting System Cable 
Network in hopes of hearing a se- 
lect few words from the Champion, 
or catch him in actin during a rare 
televised match. 

Unquestionably, when Flair ap- 
pears, he commands the undi- 
vided attention of all present. Ric is 
the straw that stirs the NWA’s drink. 
Basically, what’s good for Ric Flair 
is healthy for professional wrestling 
on a whole. 

“One thing nobody can ever ac- 
cuse Flair of is being a ‘closet 
champion’. He wrestled Bob Back- 
lund and Nick Bockwinkel when 
they held their organization’s re- 
spective heavyweight titles. Harley 
Race, Pat O’Connor, Dusty 
Rhodes and the late Bruiser Brody, 
all recognized as well versed men 
of the mat, took on Flair,” pro- 
claimed NWA top referee Tommy 


Young. “They hurt him, cut him up 
pretty good, too, but the bottom 
line remained, Ric would walk 
away from them as a champion. 
Even when Dusty beat him for the 
world belt, Flair came back with a 
vengeance and recaptured the 
title. Ric Flair is a winner.” 

Perhaps better than any modern 
day wrestler with a claim to a 
championship title, Ric Flair best 
fits the bill as world champ. During 
his five separate tenures as the 
NWA Kingpin, Flair has traveled to 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
Canada and Puerto Rico to defend 
his laurels. When not displaying 
his talents in other nations, Flair 
wouldn’t ease up his schedule by 
accepting challengers from. 
so-called ‘‘easier” opponents. 

To this day, Flair wants to take on 
the best, to maintain the recogni- 
tion of being the best. Lex Luger, 
Nikita Koloff, Steve “Dr. Death” 
Williams and Sting have given their 
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most supreme professional outings 


with “The Nature Boy” and, along 
with all their boasting and promis- 
ing, have yet to follow through with 
their threats of defeating him. 

On September 25, 1987, Ric 
Flair lost the NWA Championship 
to Ronnie Garvin in Detroit’s Joe 
Louis Arena. Upset and stunned 
by being caught offguard to his 
worthy opponent, Flair would not 
be denied what he calls his des- 
tiny, retiring as the world champion 
when and where he chooses. 

Along with his manager, James 
J. Dillon, and his fellow Horsemen, 
Flair worked on his approach to 
Garvin with an intensity never be- 
fore seen by his peers. On Thanks- 
giving night of 1987, the belt was 
securely snapped back around his 
waist as Ric defeated Ronnie Gar- 
vin on the celebrated Starrcade 
program in Chicago, Illinois. Keep- 
ing Ric Flair down from being the 
central figure in the NWA is like 


asking balloons filled with helium 
not to fly—it’s just impossible. 
Professional wrestling has 
gained a tremendous amount of 
credibility and media attention due 
to Ric Flair’s participation. A classy 
individualist, that’s Ric Flair. 


Boy, that sure hurts! 


How long can Flair stay on top? 


Whether you buy a ticket to cheer 
him on or tune in your television to 
shout choice words in his direction, 
one thing is certain, you’re seeing 
the best the sport has to offer. 
Savor the moment, history is in the 
making. * 
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WRESTLING FURY’S 
OFFICIAL RATINGS 


The Most Expansive Rankings in Wrestling Today! 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—JERRY LAWLER 
1. Greg Gagne 
2. Wahoo McDaniel 
3. Kerry Von Erich 
4. Jeff Jarrett 
5. Ronnie Garvin 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 
BAD COMPANY 
(Pat Tanaka & Paul Diamond) 
1. Top Guns (Ricky Rice/ 
Jon Paul) 
2. Guerrero Brothers 
(Mando/Chavo) 
3. Rock & Roll Express 
4. Soldad Ustinov & T Joe Kahn 
5. The Terminators 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—RANDY SAVAGE 
1. Ted DiBiase 
2. Bad News Brown 
3. Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
4. Curt Hennig 
5. Dino Bravo 


INTER-CONTINENTAL 
HEAVYWEIGHT— 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

1. Honky Tonk Man 

2. Big Bossman 

3. Curt Hennig 

4. “Scary” Terry Taylor 

5. Hercules 


WESTERN CANADIAN RATINGS 


NORTH AMERICAN 


CHAMPION—MAKHAN SINGH 


1. “Strangler” Steve DiSalvo 
2. Kerry Brown 

3. Steve Blackman 

4. Cuban Assassin 

5. Jerry Morrow 


INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS— 
CUBAN COMMANDOS 

1. Chris Benoit & Lance Idol 
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2. Makhan Singh & Great Gama 
3. Chris Benoit & Biff Wellington 
4. Goldie Rogers & Gary Albright 
5. Yang Chung & Hashif Khan 


LADIES CHAMPION— 
MADUSA MICELI 

1. Wendi Richter 

2. Brandi Mae 

3. Heidi Lee Morgan 

4. Magnificent Mimi 

5. Awesome Ondy Austin 


INTERNATIONAL 
HEAVYWEIGHT—GREG GAGNE 
1. Manny Fernandez 
2. Soldad Ustinov 
3. T Joe Kahn 
4. Pat Tanaka 
5. Jimmy Valiant 


LADIES CHAMPION— 
SHERRI MARTEL 

1. Rockin’ Robin 

2. Debbie Combs 


Jim Cornette is the #2 manager. 


3. Candi Divine 
4. Judy Martin 
5. Le Lani Kai 


TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS—DEMOLITION 
(Ax/Smash) 
1. Powers of Pain 
(Barbarian/Warlord) 
2. Hart Foundation 
3. The Rockers 
(Jannetty/Michaels) 
4. British Bulldogs 
5. Fabulous Rougeaus 


COMMONWEALTH 
CHAMPION—JOHNNY SMITH 
1. Chris Benoit 
2. Great Gama 
3. Biff Wellington 
4. Goldie Rogers 
5. Yang Chung 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—RIC FLAIR 
1. Lex Luger 
2. Al Perez 
3. Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
4. Nikita Koloff 
5. Brad Armstrong 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 
MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 

1. Nikita Koloff and Sting 

2. Road Warriors 

3. The Fantastics 

4. Dick Murdoch & Dusty Rhodes 

5. Brad Armstrong & 

Ricky Morton 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—D.C. DRAKE 
1. Larry Winters 
2. Jules Strongbow 
3. Rocky Johnson 
4. Colonel DeBeers 


Barry Windham is the U.S. 
Heavyweight champ. 


AMERICA’S CHAMPION— 
SGT. SLAUGHTER 
41. D.C. Drake 
2. Abdullah the Butcher 
3. “Dr. D” David Schultz 
4. Cousin Luke 
5. Colonel DeBeers 


MOST HATED—TED DIBIASE 
1. Barry Windham 
2. Ric Flair 
3. Andre the Giant 
4. Manny Fernandez 


MANAGERS—PAUL ELLERING 
1. Jim Cornette 
2. Diamond Dallas Page 
3. Jimmy Hart 
4. Bobby Heenan 


TELEVISION CHAMPION— 
MIKE ROTUNDA 
1. Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
2. Brad Armstrong 
3. Al Perez 
4. Sting 
5. Italian Stallion 


U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 
MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 

1. The Fantastics 

2. Nikita Koloff & Sting 

3. Tully Blanchard & 

Arn Anderson 
4. Russian Assassins 
5. Road Warriors 


U.S. HEAVYWEIGHT— 
BARRY WINDHAM 

1. Sting 

2. Nikita Koloff 

3. Steve Williams 

4. Lex Luger 

5. Ricky Morton 


LADIES CHAMPION— 
WENDI RICHTER 


1. Baby Face Nellie 
2. Adrienne Pallo 
3. Veronica Vicious 
4. Peggy Lee 

5. Luna 


MOST POPULAR— 
HULK HOGAN 
1. Randy Savage 
2. Sting 
3. Lex Luger 
4. Kerry Von Erich 


VALETS—MISSY HYATT 
1. Miss Linda 
2. Raven 


5. Abdullah the Butcher Wahoo McDaniel is the #2 contender for the 3. Lady Mystic 


AWA Heavyweight title. 4. Bambi 
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The Rock 'n Roll Express will go their separate ways for good. 


by Sheba Street 

With each new year comes a ton of 
resolutions on top of predictions 
from people world over. | would like 
to take this opportunity to list a few 
predictions that | feel will take 
place in the world of professional 
wrestling in the year of 1989. You 
may not agree with what | have to 
say but remember, if any of it does 
come true, you heard it here first! 


ue 


10. 


The Rock & Roll Express will 
make their final break. Each 
partner will head to separate 
promotions and find new suc- 
cesses in both single and tag 
matches. 


. Hulk Hogan and Randy 


Savage will begin to feud over 
Elizabeth. After some time she 
will publicly drop both of their 
contracts. Inside rumors indi- 
cate she will be taking time off 
to have a baby. 


. Madusa Miceli will lead a drive 


to bring respectability to wom- 
en’s wrestling. She will eventu- 
ally turn “‘baby-face” and 
joined by Sherri Martel and 
other Women’s champions ina 
campaign to ban G.L.O.W. and 
make women’s wrestling more 
than a freak show. 


. Michael Hayes will make a new 


album. It will feature original 
songs about his life as a wres- 
tler and will be produced by 
David Lee Roth. 


. Dusty Rhodes will move to the 


Texas office of Crockett Promo- 
tions. He will also finally listen 
to his doctor’s advice and lose 
the extra weight after a close 
call in Greensboro, N.C. 


. Kerry Von Erich and Kevin Von 


Erich will start to break away 
from the beloved Texas, allow- 
ing more of their fans to see 
them in person. 


. WrestleMania V will feature 


several of Hollywood’s 
strongmen such as Mike Ty- 
son, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Sly Stallone. All will join 
the Hulkster, Jesse “The 
Body” Ventura, “Ravishing” 
Rick Rude, the Ultimate War- 
rior and others in a pose down 
Battle Royal 


. Kendall Windham will spend a 


lot more time in the gym add- 
ing bulk to back up his inborn 
wrestling skill. 


. One Man Gang will turn on 


Slick, his manager, and give 
him the 747 smash. 
Brian Adias will take his talent 


wile 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15s 


16. 


ities 


Chris Adams will be 
seen in the WWF. 


to the A.W.A. where he will 
finally find the recognition he 
deserves. 

James J. Dillon and Gary Hart 
will form a new wrestling 
promotion. 

Independent star Michael Lee 
will form a tag team with Jeff 
Jarrett and they will be known 
as The Dream Warriors. 

Steve ‘Dr. Death” Williams will 
re-unite with former taa partner 


Ted DiBiase. 

Terry Taylor will join forces with 
Rick Rude in a sneak attack on 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts. 
Roberts will then find a 
mystery partner with as much 
hatred for Taylor and Rude as 
himself. 

“Gentleman” Chris Adams will 
join the ranks of the WWF. 
Barry Windham will develop a 
series of new finishing maneu- 
vers using his claw. The “Buz- 
zard”’ will be a combination of 
Barry’s “Lariat” and 
“Sleeper”. 

Brother Love will don the wres- 
tling tights to prove the power 
of love to the Powers of Pain. 
Love’s secret weapon will be 
the Book of Love with a foreign 
object inside. 


Michael Hayes will cut a new album 
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Is this Hollywood's newest star? 


18. 
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20. 
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26. 


27. 


28. 
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Tully Blanchard will “open his 
mouth” once too often. Luckily, 
a dentist will be able to save 
the three teeth in time! 

Baby Doll will show up in the 
WWE looking for new talent. 
She will take one of the lesser 
known WWF athletes (not Sam 
Houston) to title contention by 
the end of 1989. 

Rick Flair will retire from active 
wrestling while holding the 
NWA World’s Title and go into 
sports broadcasting and 
movies. 


. Ashocking best selling novel 


will be published that tells all 
about the travels of a profes- 
sional wrestler, from the view- 
point of a wrestling groupie. 
Kevin Sullivan will find a new 
valet that will have strong psy- 
chic powers. She will transfer 
those powers to his men 
through ESP. 

Blackjack Mulligan will 

return to wrestling as color 
commentator. 

Scott Casey and Sam Houston 
will leave the WWF for an area 
where their talent will be 
appreciated. 

Virgil, Ted DiBiase’s body- 
guard, will be offered more 
than money when a new man- 
ager appears in the WWF and 
takes it by storm. 

Owen Hart, the hottest young 
grappler to enter the WWF in 
years, will hold a title before 
the end of 1989. 

Greg “The Hammer” Valentine 
will be teamed with the Honky 
Tonk Man to get revenge on the 
Hart Foundation. 

Lex Luger will be offered a 
re-occuring role on a popular 
television sitcom. 

Andre the Giant will open a 
chain of French restaurants in 
the Northern U.S. 

Jason Sterling and his father, 
the Missing Link, will gain a tag 
team championship in May of 
1989. 


. Sting will accidentally break 


the leg ofa friend in a scientific 
match. 

Lanny Poffo will publish a col- 
lection of his best wrestling po- 
etry in a national magazine. 
This is no big prediction as it 
was supposed to happen in 
1988. 

“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan will 
start a training program for pre- 


teen wrestling fans in the New 
York area. 
. Vince McMahon’s life will be 
threatened by a wrestler who ‘ ; 
he will fire a few months earlier. = oing to be dishing 
. The World Wrestling Federa- res 9 
tion will release another LP 
with The Rockers having the 
lead cut. 
. Brad Armstrong will also break 
into music. 
. Jesse Ventura will get a large 
role in another Sci-Fi movie. 
. Brian Armstrong will win 
Rookie of the Year. 
. 1989 will see the retirement of 
several wrestling greats includ- 
ing Wahoo McDaniel and 
Dusty Rhodes. 
. Al Perez will be the NWA World 
Heavyweight Champion in 
1989. 
. Diamond Dallas Page will be 
wrestling’s hottest manager 
and sought after by every 
major promotion. 
. Finally, the biggest shock of 
1989 will be a well-known wres- 
tler dying from AIDS. * 
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out French cuisine. 


MEET THE CLASSIC WRESTLING 


ASSOCIATION 


Mindy Monro 


Tazz, the Tazz Manian Devil. 


The Phantom Warrior. 


The Classic Wrestling Association brings you some of the classiest and 
craziest wresting with some of the greatest wrestlers you have ever seen. 
If you like action with a touch of craziness you will love the “Classic 
Wrestling Association” PRO. Box 171 Tigerville, S.C. 29688 


TAZZ 

You haven't lived until you’ve seen 
CWA lightweight wrestling. Tazz, 
the Tazz Manian Devil is truly the 
lean machine of wrestling. He 
weighs in at 185 pounds and 
stands 6’3, Pound for pound, there 
is not a more formidable opponent 
in wrestling today. At least three 
bricks short of a full load, you 
never know when he'll come flying, 
what seems to be, ten feet over the 
top rope with the Tazz Manian Ka- 
rate Kick, which usually renders 
his opponents unconscious. Fans 
have been known to stand on their 
seats cheering against Tazz, but 
those fans are the first to admit 
that there is probably no greater 
technician. His rolling elbows are 
truly a sight to behold. 


PHANTOM WARRIOR 

This big, powerful dude has been 
known to Say very little, but boy, 
can he wrestle! No one knows 
where the Warrior lives, but on his 
contracts the address always reads 
“the Dark Side of Reality” and the 
zip code is listed as PINPIN. The 
Phantom Warrior has a list of victo- 
ries longer than his limo. Any 
doubts one might have about the 
Warrior’s abilities were laid to rest 
when in the recent Sixteen Man 
Elimination bout, the Warrior was 
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the last one standing in the ring. 


TOMBOY TASHA 

One of the most formidable female 
wrestlers of all time and former 
mixed team champion, Tomboy 
Tasha has vowed not to wrestle 
without her mask until once again 
she wears the championship belt. 
Some of Tasha’s most exciting 
matches have been with Mindy 
Monro. Together, the two have 
given some of the greatest female 
wrestling shows anywhere. Tom- 
boy Tasha, at times, has been ac- 
cused of not being a woman, how- 
ever, on the many occasions the 
referee has checked, she is indeed 
a very muscular female. Currently, 
Tomboy Tasha is signed to a very 
exclusive contract. Watch for future 
championship bouts between Tom- 
boy Tasha and Mindy Monro. 


POP AND MINDY MONRO 

Pop and Mindy were successful in 
defeating Tomboy Tasha and Mike 
Kerr for the mixed tag team cham- 
pionship recently in Georgia. The 
grueling bout lasted about 45 min- 
utes and fans were heard to say 
that they had never seen such ex- 
citing and crazy action. Mindy and 
Tasha started the match with arm 
drags, hip tosses, back drops, su- 
plexes, belly mares and monkey 


flips. After no apparent advantage 
the tag was made. Pop and Mike 
came in and the action was fast 
and furious. At first, Pop could hold 
his own but due to the age disad- 
vantage, he started to run out of 
gas. Kerr came through with a vi- 
cious elbow off the top rope and 
connected squarely with Pop’s 
head. Pop went reeling and Kerr 
went for the pin but the old man 
outsmarted the young one and the 
match continued. The two, almost 
unconscious grapplers managed 
to tag out without a decision. 
Tasha and Mindy turned the match 
back into a scientific encounter un- 
til Tomboy Tasha became frus- 
trated and decided she couldn’t 
beat Mindy through wrestling skill. 
Tasha unleashed a vicious attack 
of eye gouges, biting and closed 
fists that staggered Mindy for a 
while. But sooner or later, the 
cream always rises to the top. 

Suddenly, there were four, fren- 
zied wrestlers in the ring and when 
the smoke cleared Pop and Mindy 
had their hands raised in victory. 
The fans went wild and have been 
going wild since in arenas through- 
out the country. CWA wrestling is 
truly wrestling at its finest! * 
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INDEPENDENTS 
MAKE A COMEBACK 


text and photos by Pattie Larue Don Bass and a friend. 


Once upon atime, not so very long 
ago, the wrestling world was not 
ruled by the three major organiza- 
tions (WWF, AWA, NWA). Indepen- 
dents were top dog and now it 
seems they are making a come 
back. The Mid-South area has ex- 
ploded with several groups of inde- 
pendent organizations in search of 
the excitement that only pro- 
wrestling can bring. 

Baby-faced heroes, muscle 
bound hunks and evil villains have 
all found their way into the pro 
ranks in a sport that was previously 
spectator in the area. These new 
faces to wrestling will surely be to- 
morrow’s superstars. 

One such person is Jumping 
Jeff Farmer, who comes from a 
gymnastic background. His grace- 
fulness combined with speed, en- 
durance and general scientific 
knowledge has made him a name 
to remember. His soft blonde hair 
and slim, yet well balanced, phy- 
sique has made him a favorite with 
the ladies in the area. Jeff cur- 
rently works under the banner of 
the United States Wrestling Feder- 
ation (USWF). 

The USWF has also brought to 
the wrestling scene the winner of a 
boxing event entitled The Tough 
Man Contest. His name is Roger 
Clark and he comes by his talent 
naturally. Just the mention of the 
Clark family name strikes fear into 
the hearts of several Arkansas 
residents. 

“Yeah, my family has always 
been known as hell raisers,” 
stated Roger during a recent show. 
“We like getting physical. | started 


out taking boxing lessons as a kid 
and loved it. | guess | switched to 
wrestling because it was such a 
physical sport.” Roger attended 
Kovecs Wrestling School in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee and has a promis- 
ing wrestling career ahead of him. 
The Rebel Warrior has tried sev- 
eral different sports and claims 
there is nothing he can not master. 
Just recently he “mastered” bull 
riding in the rodeo circuit. His ad- 
miration of the Modern Day Warrior 
Kerry Von Erich lead him to try his 


“Thunder” Tony Landell has a great 
career ahead of him. 


hand at professional wrestling. “| 
prefer working for the smaller pro- 
motions,” claimed the Rebel. “The 
major organizations are too much 
show and not enough actual wres- 
tling. | don’t want to be a movie 
star, | want to be a wrestler.” 

C. C. Youngblood fell in love 
with wrestling while watching his 
idol Jake “The Snake” Roberts 
several years ago when Jake was 
wrestling for Mid-South. 
Youngblood said “my weakness is 
that | tend to trust people too 
quickly. One example was the 
team of the Reaper and the Beast. 
We were on the same side until 


. they jumped me a few months 


back. | knew they strived on hurt- 
ing people and that their main ob- 
jective was to win at any cost. | 
should have known not to trust 
them. But | gained a new friend, 
and partner, in the Rebel Warrior 
because of them. Only time will tell 
if I’ve trusted too soon again. Both 
Youngblood and Warrior wrestle in 
the CWA out of Cabot, Arkansas. 

“Thunder” Tony Landell may 
not be the most intimidating of 
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physical specimens, but the vibes 
of disgust that he sends out to the 
crowd make him one of the scari- 
est in the independent ranks. His 
voice ‘‘Thunders”’ out his hatred in 
vile language and makes him the 
villain most likely to dominate the 
area. 

Other so-called villains working 
in the USWF include Eddie 
Kovecs’ men The Medics, the Mis- 
sissippi Outlaw and Tony Gal- 
lento. Of these, the most impres- 
sive (without having Kovecs at his 
side) was Tony Gallento. Tony, who 
sometimes uses the name Spider, 
is areal charmer when he wants to 
be. His opponents must always be 
aware of his hidden foreign 
objects. 

A Touch of Class (Jerry Dale 
and Chuck Singer) have been tag 
partners since the beginning of 
their careers. They specialize in 
team work and consider their 
speed and knowledge to be their 
strengths in the ring. “We’re not as 
big as most wrestlers so we have 
to use what we have upstairs to 
win our matches,” said Dale, who 
loves motorcycles while his part- 
ner, Singer, takes to the water 
when he’s not traveling. 

In addition to the new faces that 
are beginning their careers here 
(USWF), several ring veterans are 
also making appearances. What- 
ever their reasons for coming to 
the independent promotions, the 
fans flock to the cards featuring 
their favorite superstars. In the 
past year such famous personali- 
ties as The Fantastics, the Mid- 
night Rockers, ‘“‘Exotic”’ Adrian 
Street and Pork Chop Cash have 
made special appearances on 
some cards. 

Other ring veterans who have 
worked various independent cards 
throughout their careers are also 
spending time in the Mid-South 
gathering new fans. Motley Crue 
has been wrestling for twelve years 
and also training young wrestlers. 
His greatest success to date is his 
protege Sherri Martel, who held 
the AWA Womens title-and is cur- 
rently the reigning WWF Womens 
Champion. 

Bulldozer Wright is a ten year 
ring veteran. He is most impressive 
when he has an apple in his hand. 
Bulldozer crushes the apple to 
show how he handles his oppo- 
nents....with no mercy. 

Michael Lee once held the 
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C.C. Youngblood joined forces with the Rebel Warrior after being jumped by his 
former friends. 


Southern Tag Team Championship 
with Paul Diamond before Paul 
joined forces with Pat Tanaka in the 
AWA. Now Michael is strictly scien- 
tific in his style but admits that 
when he was younger he really ad- 
mired the ‘bad boys’ of wrestling. 
Michael is a colorful person in and 
out of the ring and, when not in the 
squared circle, runs his own hair 
salon in Memphis. 


a 


A real treat comes from seeing 
ring veteran Don Bass. Although 
classified as a rulebreaking heel, 
Bass has a heart as big as his 
home state of Texas. Along with his 
brother (WWF’s Ron Bass), Don 
has held the NWA World Tag belts 
and the U.S. Tag belts. In singles 
matches he’s been the North 
American champion. He loves to 
party and says that beer drinking is 


Michael Lee trips up the Bulldozer. 


a regular part of his training. His 
favorite feud is the one he has with 
his wife! He claims all the fussing 
has kept the excitement in their 
marriage. 

The Dogs of War always guaran- 
tee a good time in any arena. The 
Reaper grew up fighting and fig- 
ured he should get a job doing 
what he had the most experience 
in. He loves his home state of 
Arkansas and will feud with the 
Bruise Brothers till the day he 
dies cause they consider people 
from Arkansas hicks. 

Beast, his partner, had his first 
match against ‘‘Flying”’ Billy 
Anderson. He ended it by using a 
chair on Anderson, thus starting a 
long career of disqualifications and 
fines. Claims the Beast, “I fight 
exactly like my opponent. Hey, no 
one can say | start all the bad stuff. 
If my opponent wants to get down 
and dirty, well, I’m right there with 
him.” 

The most well-known of the inde- 
pendents has to be World Class 
Championship Wrestling. Although 
it is based in Texas, the WCCW 
has brought its many stars to sev- 
eral of our areas. They think noth- 
ing of bringing big names to small 
towns and have been known to 
hol several cards to help charity 
causes, such as school athletics. 
Stars that call the WCCW home 
are, of course, the Von Erichs, 
Michael Hayes, Chris Adams, 
Vince Apollo, Terry Gordy, King 
Parsons, John Tatum and Jack 
Victor. 

The success of these indepen- 
dents depends on the support of 
the fans. The wrestlers work hard 
to bring action to many different 
areas. So, next time you see an 
independent card making a stop in 
your town, attend the matches and 
give your support. You won’t be 
disappointed. * 


Michael Lee is never — 
too busy to sign es 
autographs. 


Roger Clark, winner of the Boxing Tough Man contest is 
le now a wrestler. 


BAD NEWS BROWN 


Street Smart and Ready by David Johnson Photos by Peter Pereira 


Born in Harlem, N.Y., on October 
22, 1943, he attended Thomas A. 
Edison High School and, like other 
youths of this era, did some box- 
ing, played basketball, tennis and 
football but didn’t find a truly seri- 
ous niche in sports until he went to 
Nihon University in Tokyo, Japan 
and began training in Judo. From 
that point on he never looked back, 
and compiled a record that may 
never be equaled in the sport. 

Few athletes of today can match 
the record that Allen Coage, better 
known as Bad News Brown, has 
established in world class judo and 
professional wrestling. While work- 
ing for the Foothills Athletic Club, 
headed by Stu Hart in Canada, he 
was known as Bad News Allen. No 
matter where he worked, or what 
name he used, his tactics were 
always the same. 

In his earlier years, he was cho- 
sen for the All-American Judo 
Team four times, became the sec- 
ond American to win an Olympic 
medal in Judo, was the only Ameri- 
can ever to win five national Judo 
heavyweight championships and 
to be on five world championship 
teams, and the only American to 
win two gold medals in the Pan- 
American Games of 1967 and 
1975. 

Still not impressed with the man 
who is literally creating havoc in 
the World Wrestling Federation? 
Here’s more information on his 
background. He was inducted into 
the Black Belt Judo Hall of Fame in 
1976 and into the New Jersey Hall 
of Fame in the same year. Black 
Belt magazine named him number 
Judo player twice, in 1970 and 
1976. He was runner-up to the 
Sullivan Award in 1970 and was 
chosen by the New Jersey Ama- 
teur Athletic Union as number one 
Athlete of the Year in 1976. 

Along the way he was five times 
United States heavyweight judo 
champion, won gold medals as 
heavyweight champion at the 1967 
and 1975 Pan-American Games 
and won the bronze medal for 
Judo in the 1976 Olympic Games. 

He turned professional in 1977, 
serving with the Airborne Rangers 
and became a fully qualified Judo 
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Brown has certainly proven himself in the ring. (photo by Rick Sanders) 


instructor. He toured the world as a 
headline star wrestler, grappling in 
Canada, Japan, Mexico, Pakistan, 
England, Australia, Hong Kong, 
Korea, Taiwan, The Philippines, 
Macao and Hawaii. And, in all 
those places he left a path of 
destruction. 


Bad News Brown is his own boss 
and owes allegiance to no one. “| 
don’t need a partner in the ring to 
help me out,” claimed Brown. “I’m 
the best around and can easily 
prove that totally on my own.” Ap- 
parently his reputation precedes 
him because he insists grapplers 


like Hulk Hogan and Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage are avoiding 
him, running scared. He’s proven 
he’s more than capable of going 
up against anyone by running up a 
win record that he claims should 
not be ignored. ‘‘Just look at my 
past record,” he roared. “Doesn’t 
it speak for itself? Is Jack Tunney 
afraid to put up his precious boys 
agaihst me for fear they’ll be 
beaten? You bet your sweet --- 

he is!” 

Brown is a man who some say 
speaks softly but carries a big 
stick. He usually aims for a quick 
victory inside the squared circle 
and uses his famous ‘Ghetto 
Blaster’ to prove it. When sizing up 
his past victories for some ten 
years, the fact that where he grew 
up always seems to be omitted. 

Growing up in an area like 
Harlem meant Brown probably 
knew how to defend himself before 
he knew how to write. He also 
learned at an early age that if he 
didn’t stand up for himself, nobody 
else would. “Yea, | grew up in 
Harlem, so what’’, says Bad News 
Brown. ‘You know, |’m proud of it. 
Growin’ up in a tough neighbor- 
hood means you’re going to grow 
up fightin’. By the time | was six | 
probably knew more than most 
grown men do today.” 

His tough and almost militant at- 
titude carried over into the squared 
circle. He enters the ring as though 
he were fighting the last battle of 
his life. Immediately upon his en- 
trance into the WWF, he took on 
Bret “Hit Man” Hart to prove to the 
fans he possessed the ability to be 
a top contender for all titles within 
the ranks of the Federation. Bret, 
who at the time was a so-called 
‘heel’, trusted Brown but soon 
found out the hard way that Bad 
News just wasn’t his name—it was 
what he dished out to whoever was 
in the ring at the time. 

“Fighting that wimp Bret Hart, 
and winning, is something | can do 
with my eyes closed,” claimed 
Brown. “You forget, before | came 
to the WWF, | destroyed a bunch of 
Harts in Canada just cause | had 
nothin’ else to do.” The Harts he 
so eloquently speaks of are Bret’s 
brothers—Owen, Bruce and Keith. 

Bad News Brown, so far, is most 
noted for his feuds with Owen Hart 
for the North American Heavy- 
weight title that Owen proudly held 


Bad News seems surprised that he can’t 
choke Jim Neidhart on the ropes. 
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on more than one occasion while 
still working for Stampede. At one 
time Brown also held the North 
American belt but, since around 
the waist of Hart, claimed Owen 
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Neidhart knows he must use all of his strength to defeat Bad News Brown. 


ran scared of him. Anyone who has 
ever seen young Owen wrestle, 
knows that statement is as far from 
the truth as possible. 

Seems his immediate excuse for 


a 


never getting those title shots is 
that wrestlers must be running 
from him. He believes he can enter 
into any federation and immedi- 
ately be in contention for whatever 
titles they might have. So far, 
Brown has shown himself to be a 
tough and bruising grappler with 
no sympathy for his opponents. 
“Wrestling isn’t a parlor game,” he 
has been heard frequently saying. 
“If anyone wants to get into the 
ring with me, they have to take a 
chance on being hurt.” 

Another of his lists of victims 
was Olympic strongman Ken 
Patera, or, as in the words of 
Brown, Ken Petunia. If observing 
from ringside, both men are seen 
as the toughest and strongest 
grapplers ever matched and the 
most evenly matched when it 
comes to speed and skill. Both 
usually aim for quick victories and 
both have shown that they are du- 
rable and can take heavy punish- 
ment. 

In the past, Ken Patera easily 
proved to millions of devoted fans 


* that he could defeat anyone he 


went up against. As a ‘bad guy’ he 
was the man fans loved to hate. 
When he turned clean those same 
fans changed alliances. Since go- 
ing up against Bad News Brown, 
and not coming out the victor, 
wrestling fans are confused. 
Should they still stand behind 
Patera or cheer for a man as sadis- 
tic as Brown? “The first time | saw 
him, | was stunned,” stated a 
female fan. ‘You could see the 
confidence written on his face 
when he entered the ring. | had 
heard about him from a friend but 
never realized how exciting he was 
to watch.” 

Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart is 
another battered combatant of 
Brown’s. When in the ring with 
Bret, he’s proven time and time 
again that he’s an excellent ring 
technician. But, when he signed to 
go up against Brown, he never 
faired very well. Bad News knew 
Neidhart’s winning record and 
went into each match with a rage 
not known to many. 

He’s a man wrestling fans still 
don’t know how to take. He’s also a 
man whose fury continues to brew 
until he gets a shot at either Sav- 
age or Hogan. When he is finally 
given that chance to take on one of 
them, one can honestly think that 
the win might just be given to Bad 
News Brown. * 


$ Super Values $ 


1. ATTENTION WRESTLING FANS...... To be on top of today's fastest growing sport,be sure 
to order a copy of the WRESTLING WIRE. This fine publication offers results from 
around the world, occasional interviews, current news, title changes and much 
more. All information found in this highly rated publication is accurate. It 
makes a great gift for a friend! 


2. Hurry and sign up to join the BRET "HIT MAN" HART FAN CLUB!! Dues are only $10.00 
yearly for four fanzines, membership card, membership certificate, a color 8 x 10 
m photo and a few more possible suprises throughout the year. 


3. Finally, the fan club you've been asking for!! The OWEN HART FAN CLUB is now 
available for a mere $10.00 per year. You will recieve four fanzines, two 5x7 
color photos and a membership certificate. 

4. BRET "HIT MAN" HART FAN CLUB pens at 75¢ each. 

5. If you are looking for that hard-to-find photo, look no further!! Some names 
included on the list are the Rock 'N Roll Express, The (Midnight) Rockers, Barry 


Windham, Bret Hart, Brutus Beefcake, Lex Luger, Diamond Dallas Page and Hulk Hogan. 
Send 2 -— 25¢ stamps for your large list. 
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NAME ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


WRESTLING WIRE (*INDICATES FOREIGN RATES) BRET "HIT MAN" HART FAN CLUB 


( ) One issue for $1.75 cS AS 10) ( ) One year for $10.00 *15.00 

( ) Three issues for $5.20 * 6.25 ( ) Single issue for $2.75 KOZ LTS 

( ) Five issues for $8.50 *11.00 

( ) Seven issues for $11.85 *14.25 OWEN HART FAN CLUB 

( ) Nine issues for $15.25 *18.00 

( ) One year for $20.00 *23.00 ( ) One year for $10.00 *15.00 
( ) Single issue for $2.75 * 31> 

( ) BRET HART PENS at 75¢ * 1.00 


( ) PHOTO LIST (TWO 25¢ stamps) 


NO CANADIAN OR FOREIGN CHECKS ACCEPTED. IF SENDING FROM CANADA OR OVERSEAS, ONLY 
UNITED STATES MONEY ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. NO FOREIGN OR CANADIAN CASH OR POSTAGE 
STAMPS. SEND CASH AT YOUR OWN RISK! DO NOT MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO NEWSLETTER OR FAN 
CLUBS. ALL CHECKS AND/OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE ONLY TO: B. USOUSKI 


1009 Sixth Avenue 
Beaver Falls, PA. 
15010 


NOTE: Depending on when fan clubs are ordered, allow 6-8 weeks for first delivery. 
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Drake and Gunther Grimes should go far 


in the wrestling world. 


“MAD DOG”’ 


DRAKE 


by Dawn Lockwood 


Photos by Daniel Lockwood 


Known primarily on the East 
Coast, D.C. “Mad Dog” Drake is 
the current National Wrestling Fed- 
eration Heavyweight Champion. 
The N.W.F. is an independent pro- 
motion but has grown rapidly over 
the last year. The wrestlers within 
its ranks can now be seen weekly 
on televisions throughout the 
Washington-Baltimore area, San 
Antonio, TX., Chicago. IL., Phoe- 
nix, AZ. and many larger cities 
within the realm of Pennsylvania, 
not including those cities surround- 
ing the New Jersey based promo- 
tion. The following is only a brief in- 
terview with the N.W.F. Champion 
conducted after a grueling battle 
with Larry Winters for the belt. 


WF: First of all, let’s start off with 
some background information 
about you, such as your birthday, 
weight, and so on. 

DCD: Well, lets see. | was born on 
September 16th. | stand at an even 
six feet and weigh in at approxi- 
mately two hundred and thirty 


pounds. | was originally trained by 


a wrestler by the name of Tito 
Torrez but the rest of my training 
came from wrestling guys like 
David Sammartino and Tommy 
Rogers. 

WF: Have you ever worked for any 
other organizations besides the 
N.W.F.2 

DCD: Only a few and not for very 
long. I’ve done a few shows for the 
N.W.A. and have worked with sev- 
eral other independents. | would 
rather stay with the N.W.F. be- 


cause | feel it shows great promise. 


WF: If you had the opportunity to 
work for the W.W.F. or Crockett 
Productions, would you? 

DCD: Right now that would be 
hard to say. That’s a tough ques- 
tion to answer but, depending on 
what was offered, | probably would 
go. 

WF: As the N.W.F. Heavyweight 
Champion, who are your toughest 
challengers right now? 

DCD: Well, | just finished a gruel- 


ing feud with Chief Jules 
Strongbow. He proved to be a 
tough opponent and came close to 
winning the title. The N.W.F. has 
put a one year ban on any matches 
between Jules and myself because 
of the extreme violent nature of 
most of our matches. Larry Winters 
is next in line and he and | have 
had our share of rough feuds, too. 
Larry, at one point, did win the belt 
from me and held it for two 
months. 
WF: Who would you consider to be 
the top five contenders for your 
title? 
DCD: Right now, the man in the 
number one position would have to 
be Larry Winters. After him would 
be Jules Strongbow, Rocky 
Johnson, Colonel DeBeers and 
Abdullah the Butcher. 
WF: Since you’ve mentioned their 
names, what are your feelings on 
Rocky Johnson and Colonel 
DeBeers? 
DCD: Rocky Johnson is definitely 
a tough opponent but DeBeers has 
him beat. A lot of fans don’t realize 
that the Colonel has been in the 
business for about twenty years. 
And, believe me, he knows all the 
ins and outs when it comes to this 
business. 
WF: Finish this sentence. D.C. 
Drake is a man who.... 
DCD: D.C. Drake is a man who 
takes wrestling seriously. Most 
people don’t realize he’s totally dif- 
ferent outside the ring. He is able 
to psych himself up to go against 
any opponent but when not wres- 
tling he’s just a nice, normal indi- 
vidual. (Laughing) He thinks very 
highly of himself! 
WF: Who would you consider to be 
your toughest opponent so far? 
DCD: Don’t have to think about 
that answer—it would definitely be 
Larry Winters! I’ve faced guys like 
Sgt. Slaughter and Strongbow but 
Winters is tough, young and hun- 
gry. Put all those together and you 
have one tough character in the 
ring. 
WF: Do you have a set training 
schedule? 
DCD: | go to the gym six times a 
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Gunther Grimes tells the world who’s number one! 
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week. | didn’t do much while being 
managed by Damien Kane cause 
he didn’t believe in working out 
that much. He kept me on the road 
alot so | got a little out of shape. 
Gunther Grimes is my new man- 
ager and he makes me keep in 
shape. I’m in a lot better shape 
now than | ever was and | feel 
good. | basically work with the 
weights. 

WF: How do you prepare yourself 
right before a match? 

DCD: | go through a certain routine 
with my manager before most of 
my matches. He is able to psych 
me up to take on any opponent. 
When I'm finally at that point, | 
don’t have too many friends and at 
that particular time | don’t want to 
know anyone. | have to literally pro- 
duce the animal so many people 
are used to seeing in the ring. Any- 
thing can be accomplished with 
mind control—plain and simple. 
WF: Since your wrestling career 
began, have you suffered any ma- 
jor injuries? 

DCD: In November of ’87 | injured 
by spleen. Ah, | bruised my heart 
in ’88 along with having my share 
of broken fingers, stitches, cuts 
and broken noses. 

WF: What would be your most em- 
barrassing moment so far as a 
wrestler? 

DCD: When | was in Florida, | was 
climbing a fence after some fans 
and my manager, who at the time 
was Damien Kane, grabbed the . 
back of my pants to try and pull me 
off the fence. Well, my drawstring 
broke and my pants came down. 
The rest is history! 

WF: Put D.C. Drake into one word 
for the fans. 

DCD: Confused. (At this point his 
manager chimed in and said 
‘hyper’). 

WF: What advice would you give to 
someone who wanted to break into 
the business as a wrestler? 

DCD: Train hard, finish school and 
get as much wrestling and athletic 
background as possible. Becom- 
ing a wrestler is alot of hard work. 
Only a few wrestlers get to experi- 
ence all the glamour right from the 
beginning. It takes several years of 
hard work to get to the point when 
you can call yourself a success. 
WF: What are your views of women 
in this sport, as managers, valets 
or wrestlers? 

DCD: | like them! | think women 
add a lot to the sport. | don’t think 


Would you want to mess with this man? 
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an entirely female card would sell 
but | think one or two matches per 
show works out great. | also think 
valets add alot to the business. 
Women always go to the shows 
and drool over the men. Now the 
men have something nice to 
watch! 

WF: In what ways do you differ 
from your opponents? 

DCD: | think | am stronger, faster, 
smarter AND better looking! (Smil- 
ing) |’m just an all around better 
person. 

WF: If you hadn’t become a wres- 
tler, what would you be doing now? 
DCD: Before | became a wrestler | 
had nine and a half years in law 
enforcement. I’d probably still be 
doing that. 

. WF: What would you most like to 
change about yourself? 

DCD: If possible, | think | would be 
more understanding with the fans. 
With the image | portray in the ring, 
not too many fans have a cheering 
section just for me. 

WF: If you had the opportunity to 
meet anybody in the world, who 
would it be and why? 

DCD: I'd like to meet President 
Reagan. | think he is a good man 
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and | enjoy meeting important 
people. 
WF: How would you rate yourself 

as a competitor? 

DCD: I’m the best! If any wrestler 

gave you a different answer, he’d 

be lying. In order to make it as a 

wrestler you have to believe in 

yourself. 

WF: Care to tell us a little about 

your manager? 

DCD: When | lost Damien Kane as \ 
a manager, | tried a couple out but \ 
they just didn’t work for me. I’ve ¥ 
been with Gunther for about six 
months now and he’s gotten me 
back on the right track. He’s good 
for me and we work well together. 
WF: In closing, is there anything 
you would like to convey to the 
fans? 

DCD: Yea, stay out of my way! 
When I’m on my way to the ring 
I’m almost hypnotized—to the 
point of not really knowing what I’m 
doing. Fans don’t really know how 
seriously they can be hurt when 
running up to a wrestler as he’s on 
his way to or from the ring. After 
the match is over, and I’ve calmed 
down a lot, then MAYBE they can 
talk to me—MAYBE! * 


“Mad Dog” is ready for all comers. 


» Kendall is a star just waiting 
to shine. (photo by Lockwood) 


KENDALL WINDHAM 


Eric Embry better watch his Light Heavyweight title. (photo by Baum) 


A Lesson To Be Learned 


by Pattie Larue 


When watching Kendall Windham 
in the ring, fans soon realize he is 
no longer under the shadow of his 
father’s number one son Barry. He 
grew up being number two and, in 
the beginning, it showed while 
watching him inside the squared 
circle. For quite some time, Ken- 
dall didn’t seem to believe in his 
own athletic abilities. On many oc- 
casions he was heard saying that 
he felt that his (wrestling) skills 
were not at the same level as his 
brother’s. He considered himself 
less superior than Barry but the 
truth was that Kendall just didn’t 
want to make waves within the 
family he so dearly loved. 

At one time, shortly after the 
start of his professional career, he 
gave up the Florida Heavyweight 
title that he fought so hard to ob- 
tain because he knew, or thought 
he knew, that if he remained the 


champion, he would be forced to 
wrestle his beloved brother. This 
was something Kendall dreaded 
and never wanted to do. 

Barry has always been known as 
aman who chased after a champi- 
onship title until it was around his 
waist, no matter who or what he 
had to face. In Barry’s eyes, having 
to possibly face his brother ina 


match for the gold was no problem. 


However, in the past few months 
Kendall’s light has finally begun to 
shine since entering Jim Crockett 
Promotions. Standing on his own 
and not following in another’s foot- 
steps was finally happening to this 
youngster. His style and tactics, 
the way he stalks his opponents 
and his quickness add up to the 
excellence that comes only with an 
abundance of ring experience. 
Kendall Windham has paid the 
price and it is finally time he stops 


hiding his light in some dark 
corner. 

After watching him for a short 
time, it is obvious to most that he 
has what it takes to be one of the 
most popular and successful men 
in the sport today. No longer con- 
sidered a rookie, Kendall must 
start believing in himself. “You 
know, |’ve watched a lot of kids en- 
ter this sport thinking they are go- 
ing to change the world but end up 
with badly bruised egos within a 
few weeks,” explained one of 
Crockett Promotions superior bad 
guys who asked to have his name 
withheld for obvious reasons. 
“When he came to us it was al- 
most as though he was afraid to 
show us how good he was. Maybe 
he was holding back because of 
his brother. Who knows? Whatever 
the reason was, he’s proven he has 
what it takes to become champion- 
ship material.” It’s too easy for a 
seasoned opponent to psyche out 
the youngster when he already 
lacks the self-confidence he needs 
against these ring veterans. 

Maybe the answer to Kendall’s 
obvious problem is a manager. 
With someone in his corner contin- 
ually praising his good moves and 
watching out for the trickery of his 
opponents, Kendall could gain the 
much needed confidence and up- 
set the plans of the rulebreakers 
he faces. 

Maybe all that is needed to 
boost his confidence is more fan 
support. Psychologists have said 
that when others show their love 
and concern for us, we begin to 
feel better about ourselves. This 
seems to be true in Kendall’s case 
because, when the fans cheer him 
on during a match, his wrestling 
abilities seem to soar. 

On more than one occasion this 
young lion has managed to sur- 
prise veteran wrestlers by being 
declared the winner of a match. 
“He sure surprised me once!” 
claimed our mystery wrestler. ‘I 
walked in the ring thinking he 
would be an easy win in the record 
books for me. Man, was | wrong! 
That youngster turned me inside 
out, upside down and sideways be- 
fore | knew what was happening. 
By then, it was too late.”’ 

Slowly but surely the ring vet- 
erans are learning not to take Ken- 
dall Windham too lightly. It is time 
that Kendall himself realizes what 
spectacular talent he possesses. 
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Then, maybe he'll be able to 
psyche out his opponents and put 
them down for the one-two-three 
on a regular basis. 

The year 1988 was a year of 
growth for Kendall Windham. He 
has improved his techniques, 
gained speed, endurance and 
learned from his previous mis- 
takes. He has always been a dia- 
mond in the rough but this last 
year the diamond has been finally 
cut and shaped. Now, all that is 
needed is the polish. 

A bit more knowledge, a few 
more trips to the weight room (bet- 
ter yet, a lot more trips to the 
weight room AND the cafeteria) 
and self confidence: those are the 
makings of the polish that will one 
day bring several major champion- 
ships to young Windham. 

Until now his talents have been 
hidden, but that is about to 
change. Fans, promoters and other 
important people are beginning to 
sit up and take notice when he en- 
ters an arena. It won’t be long until 
Kendall is receiving title shots and 
many outside offers that will make 
his name a household word. But, 
before all of the bright lights, the 
fame and everything that goes with 
it, Windham has to prove he is 
worthy of the honors. 

One large obstacle that is, with- 
out a doubt, in his path for stardom 
is his brother Barry. Kendall, obvi- 
ously the quieter of the two, has 
never aired his views concerning 
the change Barry made to the Four 
Horsemen last year. No doubt he 
was shocked by Barry’s decision 
but he still holds his head up high 
as he now realizes he is the only 
brother to carry on the Windham 
name with respect. Had Barry re- 
mained a baby face in the eyes of 
the fans, he and Kendall would 
have made an awesome tag team. 
Now Kendall faces the realization 
that one day soon he may have to 
face his brother in a ring—a fact 
that he’s tried to avoid for so long. 

Recently, young Windham left 
Jim Crockett Promotions to further 
his career in the Texas area—pri- 
marily, within the ranks of WCCW. 
Only there a short time, his sights 
are already set on the Light Heavy- 
weight title which is worn around 
the waist of Eric Embry. Kendall 
feels he is more than qualified to 
defeat Embry for the title and is 
confident that he will make a better 
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He can certainly hold his own in the ring. 


champion for the people. 

Are his reasons for leaving 
Crockett only to further his career? 
Or, is he secretly ashamed of his 
brother, Barry? Whatever his rea- 


sons for leaving may be, he is on ° 
the road to becoming a superstar. 
Kendall is only a small star in the 
world of professional wrestling that 
is only now beginning to shine. * 


Steve Williams is certainly a crowd pleaser. 


many a partner when it came time 
to go up against any combination 
wrestler while in college but one 
has to wonder if the Gamesmaster 
Kevin Sullivan could turn him over 
to his evil way of accomplishing 
things. There is always that remote 
possibility as Williams has been on 
the bad side of the fence before. 
Since then, he’s mended his ways 
but I’m sure the temptation will al- 
ways be there for him. 

Putting aside the fact that he 
does so well in singles, it should 
also be noted he does exception- 
ally well with a partner. He, and 
whoever his partner for the evening 
may be, be it Nikita Koloff or Sting, 
always seem to mesh as one unit. 
If Williams were smart, he would 
choose a partner and go after ei- 
ther The Midnight Express or Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson. Go- 


eee oe 
ing after Blanchard and Anderson 
would be a better idea as Steve 
does have something to settle with 
the Four Horsemen. 

When taking an overall look at 
Crockett Promotions, mostly all of 
the so-called baby-face wrestlers 
are after the Horsemen for one 
thing or another. Seems that since 
Barry Windham became a Horse- 
men, wrestlers have made them 
their number one goal. Everyone is 
after them with a vengeance, to get 
revenge for taking away one of 
their own. 

“Dr. Death” has stood beside 


of the Horsemen. When Dusty 
Rhodes was in a heated feud with 
Barry Windham, Williams stood 
right by his side. Even when he 
was considered a dirty grappler, he 
was always there for Ted DiBiase. 
Whether good or bad, Williams 
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(Continued from page 22) 
does have the reputation of being a 
good friend and the respect of fel- 
low workers to go with it. That, in it- 
self, is a great compliment for any- 
one. Today, there are not many 
who can say that about them- 
selves. Barry Windham makes a 
perfect example. The minute he 
felt he wasn’t getting enough at- 
tention, or should | say all of the at- 
tention, he ran to the other side. 
Hats off to “Dr. Death” for being a 
great human being. 

With his constant fight for a shot 
at the gold, and the recognition he 
certainly deserves, he shall, no 
doubt, soon rise to the top within 
the ranks of JCP. Also, with the use 
of the many maneuvers he’s mas- 
tered over the years, he will always 
keep his opponent guessing as to 
what will be his next move. 

While on moves, the ‘Oklahoma 
Stampede’ is the move that he in- 
troduced to the ring and he does it 
with perfection. When an opponent 
is put onto his shoulder, the crowd 
knows the ‘Stampede’ is coming 
and the end of the match is very 
near. This move, a form of a 
bodyslam, is something that has 
always worked for Williams. 

Even though he’s a man with 
great knowledge of the squared 
circle, he’s yet to wear the gold 
while with Crockett. But, it’s not be- 
cause he’s qualified. On the con- 
trary, in every championship battle 
he’s had to take on more than one 


| opponent. As stated earlier, if go- 


ing up against Mike Rotunda, he’s 
had to also fight off either Kevin 
Sullivan or Rick Steiner. In his fight 
for the National Wrestling Alliance 
Heavyweight title, currently worn 
by Ric Flair, he’s also had to fight 
James J. Dillon or one of the other 
Horsemen. If he could only get the 
one-on-one confrontation he so 
desperately wants, there is no 
doubt he would walk away the 
victor. 

I’m sure it’s only a matter of time 
before Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
puts an end to someone’s title 
reign. He will certainly go down in 
the record books as one who 
fought the hardest to get what he 
wants. * 
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FEMALE 
FIGHTING 
DIRECTORY 


lf meeting, competing against, cor- 
responding with, reading about, or 
viewing “amateur” Female Wrestlers, 
Boxers, Savage Caifighters, Strong 
Muscular Bodybuilders, Sexy Apart- 
ment Wrestlers, Mud Wrestlers, or 
Male vs Female Fights excites you 
too — then the “INTERNATIONAL 


DIRECTORY OF AMATEUR FEMALE 
FIGHTING” is for you! Over 1,000 


active listings of Personals (all con- 
tacts direct), Membership Clubs, 
Film/ Video Outlets, and Publica- 
tions—Plus a Free Personal Listing! 
Orders filled by return, 1st class mail! 
* Only $25 ($28 outside U.S. & Can.) 
AMFEM CO., Box 93 Cooper Sta. (B), 

NYC 10003. 
“|. a grabber of a publication!” 
—PLAYBOY 
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WHO IN THIS FAMILY 
IS BEING TREATED FORA 
MUSCLE DISEASE? 
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GUESS AGAIN. 


The answer is, they all are. 

Oh, only the child in the wheelchair is 
disabled. But his illness affects the entire 
family. 

And that’s why the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, through its 240 clinics, pro- 
vides patients and their families with the help 
they need. 

Parents of a child with a neuromuscular 
disease may feel angry, even guilty, about the 
child's illness. They face the task of caring 
for him, while not neglecting their healthy 


children’s needs—or each others. 

Siblings can feel guilty, too, just for 10t 
being the sick one. 

An MDA clinic will counsel a family 
on problems like these. Provide many essen- 
tial services, such as diagnosis, therapy, and 
orthopedic equipment. And point out other 
available community health resources. All at 
no direct cost to the patient or family. 

It's often said that with muscular 
dystrophy, the family is the patient. 

So at MDA, that’s exactly who we treat. 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 
RING WARRIOR” 


PRO WRESTLING MASKS | 
» JUST LIKE THE SUPERSTARS WEAR! | 


——~ Worn by Wrestlers 
fs Around the World! | 
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(Red w/White 
Face Shield 


manne 
METAL HAWK™ 


(Navy w/Silver 
Metallic Face Shield) STORM 
TROOPERT™M 

(All Black) 

® The real thing in special sizes 
for young wrestling fans or | 
adults. 

@ Full head coverage. | 

© Durable polyester fabric hood | 


w/vinyl face shield. 
SHOCK ® Laces tie in back. 
COMMANDER ™ 
(Red, White & Blue w/ 
Metallic Silver Face 
| Shield) 


CREDIT CARD 
| PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697-8900 
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Totally Awesome! 


by Tiffany Tiedeman 


Take a minute to think of the tough- 
est tag team currently found in pro- 
fessional wrestling. Did the Road 
Warriors immediately come to 
mind? They are, without a doubt, 
the roughest twosome around to- 
day. Many have tried to copy their 
style, the way they dress, and even 
the way they destroy opponents in 
the ring, but none have yet to even 
equal them. 

When they first joined forces as 
a team, under the tutelage of their 
illustrious manager “Precious” 
Paul Ellering, they were consid- 
ered the dirtiest bad team in the 
history of wrestling. Many fans and 
wrestlers alike talked about this 
awesome twosome but they had 
the power to back up anything they 
did, or said. 

When they entered wrestling 
they started within the ranks of the 
American Wrestling Association 
(AWA) and, only after a short time 
there, obtained the AWA tag team 
belts. To say they created havoc 
wherever they went is putting it 


THE ROAL 


| mildly Wrestlers were afraid to 


@ sign contracts to go against them 
and wrestling fans made a point of 
keeping a good distance between 
them and the Roadies. 

After leaving a wide path of de- 
struction within the AWA, they de- 
cided to move on to the National 
Wrestling Alliance, specifically Jim 
Crockett Promotions. The NWA 
has had, and still has, many of the 
toughest tag teams in the sport to- 
day and they felt they could easily 
destroy these so-called tough 
guys. Literally overnight they made 
their presence known. Just ask 
any of the teams they have gone 
against! 

“Hey, a guy would be crazy to 
sign to go against them more then 
once,” stated a wrestler recently 
who asked to have his name with- 
held. ‘I value my life, man! They 
are two crazy dudes who don’t 
care. They just don’t care. They 
don’t wrestle as heels or baby- 
faces. All they know is to go in the 
ring and maim whoever crosses 
their path.” 

Their powerful maneuvers look 
as if they could easily render an 
opponent paralyzed for life. Mercy 
is not a word found in their vocabu- 


RIORS 


lary. Since the beginning, Ellering 
has drilled in them the importance 
of victory—a victory at any cost. 
They fully know the more matches 
they win, the closer they will be to 
gaining a title shot with the NWA 
World Tag Team champions, Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson. 

Their finishing maneuvers are 
totally their own; such as the flying 
clothesline. No one has ever done 
this move as close to perfection as 
they do. Just imagine yourself sit- 
ting on Animal’s shoulders, bleary 
eyed, but knowing that the next 
thing you feel will be Hawk’s arm 
across your neck, then the spin- 
ning motion while your body is do- 
ing a complete flip in the air and 
the final impact of face first into the 
mat surely wouldn’t help clear your 
head. As stated earlier, a wrestler 
enters the ring against them with 
the distinct possibility of waking up 
in a hospital bed. Are money and 
fame really worth going up against 
their crazy brute force? Not ac- 
cording to this reporter! 

With the guidance of Precious 
Paul, they have risen rapidly to be 
the cream of the crop and they 
look as if they will remain there for 
quite sometime. After all, the team 
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closest to them in size and power, 
The Powers of Pain (The Warlord & 
The Barbarian), ran to the World 
Wrestling Federation to get away 
from the wrath of the Roadies. 
They knew that they could not last 
in wrestling for years to come if 
they came upon this duo and that 
must be the way any team thinks 
when knowing they are to face the 
Legion of Doom. 

The guidance of manager Paul 
Jones must not have been that 
great if his team runs when the go- 
ing gets tough. He’s even having 
trouble with lvan Koloff now. He 
has had a few run ins with the War- 
riors and has always come out on 
the short end of the stick. After all, 
look at Jones’ track record. Rick 
Rude and Manny Fernandez, once 
tag team champions, split while 
under P. J.’s guidance and have 
gone their separate ways. By the 
time we go to print, Ivan Koloff will 
have probably left Jones. I’m sure 
there were countless others but the 
fact remains that the Road War- 
riors and Paul Ellering have been 
together since day one so Ellering 
must be doing something right. 

Just think how this awesome 
duo would fare as a three man tag 
team if their teammate were none 
other than Lex Luger. Luger would 
be the closest to them in size and 
power and would round out the 
threesome in fine fashion. The 
training regimen they would go 
through would have to be one of 
the toughest in any sport. Lex, like 
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Look for the Road Warriors to become TV stars on the syndicated program 


“Learning the Ropes.” 


Look at the spikes on Hawk’s shoulders! (photo by Guill) 


the Roadies, has been a champion 
and knows what it is like to hold 
the coveted belt. This team would 
have to be one of the best three 
man teams in wrestling history. 
The Road Warriors can dish out 
punishment without any problem 
but they can also withstand the 
punishment other athletes inflict 
upon them. Animal has had to 
have surgery because of a serious 


eye injury. Being a superior athlete, 
he did not let this hold him back. 
On the contrary. He came back 
fighting mad. 

Hawk had his leg broken and re- 
turned to wrestling long before the 
doctors told him everything was 
fine. He not only returned to wres- 
tle but his first match upon his re- 
turn was on a scaffold. This is 
probably the most dangerous type 


ee anes 0, eno F 
of match a wrestler could partici- 
pate in and, if you aren’t in excel- 
lent condition, the outcome could 
be devastating. The Legion of 
Doom has an undying spirit and - 
they fight for what they believe in; 
they fight with a vengeance. 

A key to their success has been 
the excellent tutelage of Paul 
Ellering. Also an excellent wrestler 
in his time, he still gets in the ring 


when needed and can stand on his 
own without the aid of his team. If 
need be, he knows the Warriors 
will always be by his side and even 
the odds if the other player in his 
game doesn’t come out alone. 
Ellering is a financial wizard and 
takes care of all their needs. With- 
out having to think of anything but 
their opponents for the evening 
gives the Roadies the extra added 


Hawk lifts Flair high. 


help to overcome all opponents. 

The Legion of Doom is now mak- 
ing a bid for the World Tag Team 
belts in the NWA. One has to think 
that it will only be a matter of time 
before they have the gold around 
their waists. With the belts still be- 
ing in the horsemen camp, they re- 
alized they had to have that extra 
bit of help needed to watch their 
backs. Who better than Dusty 
Rhodes. As long as they can keep 
the champions in the ring and not 
let their tempers flair, they certainly 
have a distinct possibility of being 
the next champions in the NWA. 
This is what the Legion of Doom 
wants and no doubt that is what 
the LOD will get. When, if ever, 
have you seen the Road Warriors 
not get what they wanted. 

Granted, there may have been a 
few occasions when things got in 
their way but the outcome was al- 
ways eventually in their favor. They 
are men who believe in waiting— 
almost stalking their prey. If they 
don’t get it the first time, there’s 
always tomorrow. 

It should not be too long before 
the Roadies possess the tag belts. 
Then, reigning as the champions 
they truly are, and with the skillful 
guidance of Paul Ellering, they 
should remain on top far into the 
future. Seriously now, can you 
think of a team capable of defeat- 
ing them? * 
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THE QUESTION BOX 


Where Wrestling Fans Come for the Answers 


Welcome to the most authoritative question and answer column in 
wrestling today. Send your comments or questions to: 

Wrestling Fury 

c/o Jems Inc. 

RO. Box 138 

Marlboro, N.J. 07746 

Att: Question Box Editor 


Q: Is Johnny Smith related to ter the WWF, I’m sure he and Q: | really enjoyed the interview 


Davey Boy Smith? Also, what 
ever happened to Sika and 
Tama? 
Neil L. 
(Toronto, Ontario) 


: As far as | know, Johnny Smith 
is a cousin to both Davey Boy 
Smith and Dynamite Kid, but 
don’t quote me! Both Samoans 
have left the WWF to work for 
other smaller promotions. 


: Sting and Ultimate Warrior are 
our favorite wrestlers. Here are 
some questions we hope you 
can answer: (1) Is there a Sting 
Fan Club? (2) Has the Ultimate 
Warrior ever held a title? (3) If 
Sting goes to the WWF, do you 
think he will team with the 
Warrior? 

Jim and Tim Bell 
(Las Vegas, NV.) 


: Dear Wrestling Fury, 
My friend and | have a $20 bet 
on some personal facts about 
Sting. He thinks Sting is mar- 
ried but | remember reading 
somewhere that he was single. 
Also, will you PLEASE print 
Sting’s real name or initials? 
Wendie Wilkins 
(Jacksonville, N.C.) 


: To Tim and Jim: Sorry guys, 
Sting does not have a fan club. 
While working in the UWF, | be- 
lieve Ultimate Warrior did hold a 
title and, don’t forget, he’s had 
the Inter-Continental in.the 
WWF. And, if Sting ever did en- 
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Ultimate would team up again. 
Do you remember when they 
were together as The Blade- 
runners? 

Wendie: Better collect your $20 
cause Sting isn’t married! As 
for his name, well, initials will 
just have to do for now. They 
are S.B. 


: Dear QBE, 


Are Hulk Hogan and B. Brian 
Blair related? Also, are Hawk 
and Animal related and do you 
think they will ever enter the 
WWE? Is Baby Doll married to 
Dusty Rhodes or Larry 
Zbyszko? By the way, | love 
your magazine! 
Doug Rody 
(Hanover, Ontario) 


: Are Hogan and Blair related? 


Fortunately for the Hulkster, the 
answer is NO! The Road War- 
riors are reported to be cousins 
and have no future plans to join 
the ranks of the WWF. Finally, 
Baby Doll is married to Sam 
Houston. 


: Dear Barbi, 


What caused Baby Doll to split 
from Larry Zbyszko? 
Dora Nix 
(Easley, S.C.) 


: Baby Doll’s split from Zbyszko 


had nothing to do with Larry. 
Crockett Promotions no longer 
needed her services. Plain and 
simple. 


you did with Curt Hennig in the 
August ’88 issue. | noticed he’s 
gone from the AWA. Can you 
possibly tell me his where- 
abouts? 
Sally Sanders 
(Vesper, WI.) 


: Not a WWF fan, eh Sally? Curt 


left the AWA the end of July 
(1988) and entered the WWF. 
Give him a few months there 
and he'll probably be a top con- 
tender for every title within its 
ranks. 


: Is Honky Tonk Man related to 


Jerry Lawler? 
Kenny Diamond 
(Memphis, TN.) 


: Could you tell me if Honky Tonk 


Man used to wrestle in 
Memphis as Wayne Farris? 
David Frazier 
(Glasgow, KY.) 


: In answer to both questions, 


yes, Honky Tonk A/K/A Wayne 
Farris did spend some time in 
the ring of the CWA. He is also 
said to be Jerry Lawler’s 
cousin. My fondest memories of 
Farris while in that area are the 
times he spoke of his relatives. 
One quote that has always 
stayed with me was when he 
used to talk about his Aunt 
(Jerry’s mom). “My aunt, she’s 
no bargain. She went over to 
west Memphis to the dog races 
last week and fifteen people bet 
on her!” 


: Dear QBE, 
| understand Ricky Morton has 
a younger brother wrestling. If 
SO, Can you possibly tell me his 
name ? 
Jean Wentman 
(Ozark, AL.) 


: Ricky does have a brother 
named Todd Morton who has 
only been wrestling for about 
two years. 


: Dear Ms. Barker: 
| recently started following NAS- 
CAR racing and noticed a Dale 
Jarrett driving. Can you tell me 
if he is related to Jeff or Jerry 
Jarrett in Memphis? 
Debbie Brooks 
(Charlotte, N.C.) 


: As far as | know, Dale is not re- 
lated to the Jarrett’s in the 
CWA. But, since you’ve taken 
the time to write, and since I’m 
an avid NASCAR fan, Ill try and 
find out for you! 


: | think Bret Hart is gorgeous 
and would like you to answer a 
few questions? Is he married? If 
so, does he have any kids? 
How many brothers and sisters 
does he have? 

Olivia Wright 
(Wellington, OH.) 


: Dear Fury, 
Where can | write to Bret or 
Owen Hart? 
Tisha LeVan 
(Reading, PA.) 


: Dear Barbi, 
Is it true that Jim Neidhart and 
the British Bulldogs are Bret 
Hart’s brothers-in-law? Also, did 
Bret and Jim ever hold any 
titles as a team before winning 
the WWF tag belts? 
Peter Pereira 
(Fall River, MA.) 


: As far as writing to Owen or 
Bret, you can do so through 
their fan clubs. The address is 
1009 Sixth Avenue, Beaver 
Falls, PA. 15010. Bret is married 
and has two girls and one boy. 
He is one of 12 children. He has 
7 brothers and 4 sisters. Before 
entering the WWF, he held nu- 
merous titles on his own, or with 
other partners, but not with 


Neidhart. If | had to list the #1 
most asked question of 1988, it 
would be the one about Bret'’s 
relationship with the Bulldogs 
and Neidhart. Once again, Bret 
and Dynamite Kid are married 
to sisters and Davey Boy Smith 
and Jim Neidhart are married to 
Bret’s sisters. | think | can say 
that sentence in my sleep! 


Q: Dear Editor, 


| think your magazine is the 
greatest! What is Brother Love’s 
real name and is he a former 
wrestler? What is the real name 
of Ultimate Warrior and why did 
Butch Reed get fired from the 
WWE? 

Scott LePean 

(Eleva, WI.) 


A: Thanks for the compliment! 


Brother Love is really Bruce 
Pritchard, brother to wrestler 
Tom Pritchard and former WWF 
commentator from the Houston 
matches. Knew it wouldn’t take 
long before another intelligent 
being recognized him. As for 
Butch Reed, | don’t think he got 
fired. His contract ran out and it 
wasn’t renewed. 


: Dear Wrestling Fury, 
Is Randy Savage married to 
Elizabeth? 
Shannon Webb 
(Nottingham, PA.) 


: Is it true that Lanny Poffo and 
Randy Savage are brothers? Is 
it also true that Hulk Hogan and 
Brutus Beefcake are brothers? 
Do Koko B. Ware, Jim Duggan, 
Randy Savage or Brutus Beef- 
cake have fan clubs? 

Ramondo Elia 
(Calendonia, WI.) 


: Yes, Randy and Elizabeth have 
been married for quite a num- 
ber of years. It is also true that 
Randy and Lanny are brothers, 
with Poffo being Randy’s real 
last name. Your guess is as 
good as mine as to why Savage 
won't use the Poffo name. 
Hogan and Beefcake are not re- 
lated although they did wrestle 
as a team some years back in 
the Memphis area. The only fan 
club the WWF offers is the com- 
bined one, which includes ap- 
proximately 12 wrestlers. Other 
than that, Bret Hart and Owen 


Hart are the only wrestlers to 
have their own clubs. 


Q: Dear Ms. Barker, 

| certainly enjoy WRESTLING 
FURY. | would like to write to 
several of my favorite wrestlers 
but need their addresses. Can 
you help? 

James R. Opelt 

(Gardner, KS.) 


A: Since most of our readers con- 
tinually write in asking for ad- 
dresses for the major promo- 
tions, I’m taking the liberty to, 
once again, list a few for them. 
These are to be used when writ- 
ing to both wrestlers and pro- 
moters alike. 


A.W.A. 
10001 Wayzata Blvd. 
Minneapolis, MN. 55343 


Jim Crockett Promotions 
421 Briarbend Drive 
Charlotte, N.C. 28209 


W.W.F. 
P.O. Box 6789 
Stamford, CT. 06904 


Continental Championship 
Wrestling 

One WCOV Avenue 

Montgomery, AL. 36111 


World Class Championship 
Wrestling 

C/O Dallas Sportatorium 

1000 S. Industrial Blvd. 

Dallas, TX. 75207 


Savage and Elizabeth dave been married 
for years. 
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THE CUBAN 
ASSASSIN 
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The Cuban's choice of reading material certainly suits him well. 
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When we Say this interview is ex- 
clusive, we mean it. We know what 
you're thinking. The word exclusive 
is one of those overused terms that 
is so popular in journalism and ad- 
vertising and such. Anyone can 
say anything is exclusive. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the 
item described is really exclusive 
in the true sense of the word. Many 
adjectives have indeed been di- 
luted through overuse. The various 
branches of the media constantly 
bombard us with hyperbole and 
exaggeration. 

Of course, this is a WRESTLING 
magazine and is hardly the time or 
place to be analytical about cur- 
rent trends in popular terminology. 
The point is that, when we say that 
this is an exclusive interview, we’re 
not resorting to the familiar verbal 
excessives so often employed by 
TV and tabloids. This is the genu- 
ine article. 

The Cuban Assassin isn’t an 
easy man to pin down for an inter- 
view. What celebrity is? But, once 
the initial request was made, Cu- 
ban was quite helpful. He’s rather 
intelligent, as are most wrestlers, 
and shows no hesitation in ex- 
pressing his opinions on a variety 
of subjects. While his command of 
our language may not be abso- 
lutely perfect, we had no difficulty 
understanding him. As the Cuban 
is fond of saying, ‘l do the best | 
am. | have no very problem with 
English.” 

Let us proceed.... 

WF: Cuban, first of all... 

CA: What? 

WF: First of all... 

CA: What you’re mean, first of all? 
WF: Well, this is the beginning of 


what I’m sure will be an interesting The Assassin is going down, courtesy of Ben Bassarab’s dropkick. 
and informative interview and... 
CA: So? | know that. Is good idea 
for to talking to Cuban Assassin. | 
am being one of finest best in 
wrestling greatness for too many 
years now. 

WF: Oh. | agree. No doubt about 
that. What | mean was... 

CA: There have been other wres- 
tlers before who used Cuban As- 
sassin’s same name. But they are 
not being me. | am the only real 
Cuban Assassin for so many 
years. 

WF: You’ve brought up a good 
point. There are some names that 
have been used again and again 
through the years, just as there 
are words in our everyday 
vocabulary... 

CA: Yes, | know. Like exclusive. 
You already tell me about it too 
much. Is true, though. So many of 
the boys before who were being 
the Super Destroyer. Is a million 
Spoilers and Executioners and Dr. 
X and Assassin’s and so many 
more. Long time ago a wrestler put 
on a mask and called himself good 


name and have lot of success. In 
more coming years in different 
places other guys are having same 
name and someday that name no 
more special because there are 
too many. I’m wrestling for long 
time and | see it happen again so 
much. Me, | am original The Cu- 
ban Assassin. If there are other of 
someone using my name, that is 
their too bad. 

WF: Interesting observation. 

CA: If some guy don’t have 
enough brains to think of own 
name, so what. I’m still very much alle E 
strong and too much not nice to a stg = 
my components... — we 
WF: You mean opponents. 

CA: Yes, OK. 

WF: Quite. You’ve been one of 
Stampede Wrestling’s most endur- 
ing personalities through the 
years. 

CA: Ah, through the years. Yes, oY = ea LE EEE 
sounds good. a : a 2 
WF: You were a famous face in 7 

Western Canada even before the 

days of cable and satellite TV and 

TNS and all that. Do you find that 

the increased exposure has been 

to your benefit as far as gaining 

recognition in a wider range of 


areas? 

CA: Yes. |’m recognizing in more 
territories, even where | am not go- 
ing for too many years. But, re- 


<== 
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Ouch, this is not the Assassin's favorite 


position! 


PY 


The Cuban As: 
member | been a lot of places. Not 
only Stampede but a lot of other 
wrestlings, too. I’m very populous 
in wrestling! 

WF: You mean popular. Seems you 
still have a way to go with the 
English language. 

CA: Yes, that’s what | said. Open 
your ears and listen. I’m very popu- 
lous in wrestling. Other guys copy 
my name but no one is so good as 
me. | am best in business today. 


sassin fondly recalls his roots. 


WF: And now, if you don’t mind, I'd 
like to ask the obligatory Stampede 
Wrestling questions. 

CA: Oh. Is OK by me but | don’t 
know what the O-B-L-I something 
word is. 

WF: For instance, who would you 
consider to be the best of the cur- 
rent Stampede crop? | know that’s 
one of those questions... 

CA: Yes. Like exclusive. 

WF: Indeed! But you’d be sur- 
prised at how the answers to that 
question can vary from one individ- 
ual to another. The opinions of vari- 
ous wrestlers can differ radically as 
far as whether the top names de- 
serve their status or whether the 
current titleholders properly 
represent.... 

CA: Oh, yes! | mean what you see 
now. I’m not caring too much for 
the disgust this guy or that guy and 
that other guys. If a wrestler has a 
belt on, or if he’s main eventing, he 
obviously must have some, 
some.... 

WF: Ability? 

CA: Excisely? Some is politics like 
in other businesses but if a man 
don’t got some ability too there’s 
nothing is going for to happen for 
him. That doesn’t mean | like eve- 
rybody for friend but | will give 
credit. 

WF: So, these days you and Jerry 
Morrow are a potent tag team on 
the Stampede circuit. Not too long 
ago you had a successful run in 
the Central States area, am | right? 
CA: Yes, you are right. | was being 
Central States tag team champi- 
ons with “Bulldog” Bob Brown. We 
were great team. You know we’re 
good team because we had cham- 
pionship. Our components.... 

WF: You mean opponents. 

CA: Yes, whatever. The guys we 
wrestle don’t like us because we 
do anything for to win. And we hurt 
some of them too bad. 

CA: | certainly understand what 
you are saying. | saw some video 
tapes from the Kansas City area 
when you teamed with Bob Brown. 
You were pretty rough on the other 
teams in that area. 

CA: Is like | always say, “Kid, if you 
no can take it, you no should be in 
the business.” 

WF: Wise words indeed. Cuban, 
I’d like to thank you for your time 
and for sharing your views with our 
readers. Maybe next time we can 
talk a bit longer. 

CA: You’re too much welcome. 


7 


| Ric Flair 
photo by “Combo” 


- LADIES CAGE MATCH 
MUD WRESTLING = =—— 
PRIVATE INFO ON YOUR FAV. 

WOMAN WRESTLERS 

» FULLCOLORPINUPS = =——s 
BY FAR THE BEST WOMENS WRESTLING 
MAGAZINE PUBLISHED TO DATE! | 

ORDER NOW WHILE SUPPLY LASTS! 


YES, | WOULD LIKE W.O.W. MAGAZINE SENT TO MY HOME. 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $4.00 
(CANADIAN OR FOREIGN ADD $1.00 POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING, U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

NAME 

ADDRESS se | 

CITY STATE ZIP 


